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THIS MONTH’S COVER 

In 1917 Frank Spellman 
arranged for the Erie Litho- 
graph Co. to print a program 
planned circus. The 
cover art work was drawn 
using the title Spellman-Bos- 
tock-Kiralfy Combined Mo- 
torized Circus. The program 
was never printed and when 
the show finally hit the road 
for its short tour in 1919 it 
used the title America’s 
Combined Motorized 
A proof of the cover shows 
three owners 
center, but the art 
work this blank and 
we have substituted one of 
the wagons that was used in 
1919. The original art work 
is from the McClintock Col- 
lection 


for his 


Circus 


photos of the 
in the 
leaves 











BANDWAGON BACK ISSUES 
Circulation Manager Agnes 
back issues of the 
available. If you ar¢ 

for some special issues 
those you 


King 
has some Band 
wagon looking 
drop her a 


note advising need 


DIRECTORS 

Div. 1—Richard Conover, Xenia, Ohio. 

Div. 2—Roy Arnold, West Springfield, 

Massachusetts, 

Div. 3—Paul Ruddell, Washington, D.C. 

Div. 4—Fred Bailey Thompson, Clarkston, 
Georgia 

Div. 5—Sverre O, Braathen, Madison, Wis- 
consin 

Div. 6—Bette Leonard, Wichita, Kansas. 

Div. 7—Glen R. Draper, Burley, Idaho. 

Div. 8—Bob Taber, Riverside, California. 

Div. 9—E. W. Cripps, Brantford, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Div. 10—Edward A. A. Graves, London SW 
17, England 


DUES NOTICE 
C.H.S. Dues for the year 
ending April 30, 1963, are 
being received now. Several 
members have paid at this 
time. You will help us save 
on postage, if you will send 
your dues of $5.00, before 
we send out notices April 1. 
Why not do it now? 
Make checks payable to— 
Circus Historical Society 
P.O. Box 235, 
Richmond, Indiana 


REVISED DIRECTORY 
Sccretary-Treasurer Bob King is in 
bringing the C.H.S 
up to date. He to have 


the process of 
roster plans 
it published in the near future 
If you wish to ch 
or any other information listed in the 
roster advice Bob at onc It 
is vcry helpful if your phone number 
number are listed 


nge your addr¢ 
please 


and postal zon¢ 


CORRECTION DEPARTMENT 


In the rush to get the last two 
issues published by the end of the 
y a few crrors slipped by. But it 
is very rewarding to know that the 
magazine is so well read that they did 
not slip by our history 
minded readers 

In the B. L. Wallace in the 
September - October-November issue 
the R. T. Richards Circus was listed 
s touring in 1918, correct year was 
1917. In the Leonard 
photo showed a fine large animal den 
with the Gentry title showing. We 
listed it as being used on a King edi- 
tion of the title in 1926. Bill Wood- 
cock assures us that it was used much 
earlier, probably in 1910. 


In the R-B 


some of 


story 


same issue a 


menagerie article the 
wagon next to the giraffe den 
listed as probably No. 49, the popcorn 
wagon. Ed Lester advises it was one 
of the set of radar wagons and was 
one of the following numbers 141, 
1 143, 145, 146. He can’t say for 
ure, either 
The December 
“Bingo” elephants 
Buchanan as owner of the 
We all know this man 
“Fred” not James. The 
Robbins show was 
listed. A few eagle 
eyed readers might have also noted 
that a few of the Eddie 
Sparks Circus photos were taken later 
than the 1923, that was covered 
in the This 
reprint from another 
was written by Mr. Thorpe in 1923 
and sent to his friend Ralph Miller 
in Memphis, who in turn passed it on 
to Sparks’ press agent, Eddie Jackson 
The Record of Circuses on Tour, 
as compiled by John A. Havirland, 
a respected historian, and can be ac- 
cepted a t. Additional 
published in coming 


was 


article about 
referred to 


issue 
the 
“James” 
Robbin. 
answered to 
last year for the 


1931 not 1930 as 


show 


Jackson 


year 
article was not a 
publication. It 


article 


correct years 


will be issues 


BUTLER COLLECTION SOLD 


Mrs. Estelle Butler has announced 
the sale of the Roland Butler Circus- 
iana collection to C.H.S. Paul N. Cald- 
Virginia 


purchased the 


well, of Roanok 

Caldwell 
while in Florida over the Christmas 
holidays 


material 





WANTED 


Oldtime letterheads and envelop2s 
or buy, | have old Ringling Bros 
and others. What have you? 


swap 
4-Paw 


W T. ROERS 
1838 East 42nd Street 


MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA | 


| PHOTOS FOR SALE 


Hox'e Bros. Circus, 1961 


15 large views 
Barnum & Bailey Parade, 1912 
10 fine views $2.00 
| WANTED — Route Books and Programs | 
| Will Trade Above Photos 
| WILLIAM ELBIRN | 
135 Lincoln Way, Bridgeton, New Jersey 


f 
$2.00 | 


America’s largest selection of carnival and 
rcus photos. New list features color 
white photos, lithos, heralds are issued 


Big list and sample photo, 25c 


5 King Bros. Pictures, 1949 
only $1.00 


black 


regularly 
Special 
and big list 


_ART'S CARNIVAL & CIRCUS PHOTOS 
505 Albert Lea St 
ALBERT LEA, MINNEAPOLIS 
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The United States Motorized Circus 


Circus historians are quite familiar 
with the oft used expression “Frank 
P. Spellman’s short lived U. S. Motor- 
ized Circus.” The 
ally lasted only 
ceived far more among his- 
than would normally be 
accorded a similar show of such short 
duration. This attention is due, how- 
ever, to the splendid set of tableau 
truck bodies built for the show by 
the Bode Wagon Co. Many of 
were later converted into 
tableau wagons turned 
parade mile in Fred Buchanan's Rob- 
Circus of the 20's and early 
Adkins’ and Zack 
and Robbins 


show, which actu- 
three days, has re- 
notice 


torians 


these 
regular 
and many a 
bins bros 
30’s, and in 
Terrell’s Cole 
Bro: of the late 30’s. In fact 
some of these wagons rolled in the 
very last parade of the big railroad 
circuses fondly remembered 
who recall the 


Jess 
3ros 


circuses 


and are 
by those of us 
great days of the past 

Frank P. Spellman 
type of 
often engaged in short 
lived ventures which at times ended 
in jams of one sort or another. He had 
a varied experience in show business 
over a period of many In 1905 
the New York Clipper mentioned him 
business of booking 
1909 he was 
1914 Spell- 
from 


can 
was a “pro- 


moter” showman in many 


ways and 


years 


as being in the 
acts for theaters. In 
operating a carnival. In 
with aid and 


man equipment 


by Joseph T. Bradbury 


John G. Robinson put out Frank P 
Spellman’s Combined Circus on 10 
cars. The train was painted royal blue 
and the show claimed a parade with 
four bands and a large calliope 
Spellman’s next venture was oper- 
ating Frank P. Spellman’s New York 
Hippodrome Shows, an indoor show 
acts from Barnum & Bailey 
and Hagenbeck-Wallace. The Dec. 4, 
1915, Billbuard reported the show 
opening at the Motor Square Garden 
in Pittsburgh. The Feb 1916, 
Clipper reported that Spellman’s in- 
door show opened at Philadelphia but 
had lost heavily, closed, and did not 
pay off the performers and other at- 


using 


taches 
After a 
indoor winter 


series of failures with an 
circus Spellman next 
began plans for a new railroad circus 
and the July 8, 1916, Billboard told 
of these plans, but two weeks later it 


was stated that Spellman’s new show, 


instead of being on rails, would be a 
large completely motorized circus. In 
September of 1916 Roy L. Konalau- 
formerly with Wright Bros 
Aero of Dayton, Ohio, joined Spell- 
man as superintendent of engineering 
with the job of helping design and 
launch the new motorized circus 

The United States Circus Corpora- 
tion formed with Spellman as 
president. The corporation launched a 
huge stock promotion and had a re- 
ported sale of $250,000. The company 
lost no time in going into the venture 
in a big way, spending the money 
freely. Contracts were let with the 
Kelly-Springfield Truck Corp. to 
furnish equipment, and 
trailers were ordered from the Troy 
Wagon Co. of Troy, Ohio 

Accounts of the show’s preparation 
were often highly exaggerated. For 
example the Jan. 27, 1917, Billboard 
stated that contracts had been let to 


shue, 


was 


motorized 


Photo No. 1 —Top cut shows Japan tableau. Bottom shows line up of U. S. Motorized Circus trucks, with Frank P. Spellman 
and Louis E. Cooke. These photos copied from 1918 Popular Mechanics Magazine. Collection of George Piercy. 
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y-Springfield for 100 3% ton 

trucks, and to Troy Wagon Co. for 
100 trailers. The May 23, 1917, New 
York Clipper also mentioned the 100 
truck order and added that the show 
was paying $4000 each for them, and 
also stated that 60 wooden wagons 
were ordered at of $2000 each, 
and a large number of trailers were 
to be built. So far, I have neve 
any reasonable account of the exact 
size of the show but think a conserva- 
tive guess would be about 30 trucks 
and perhaps 15 or 20 trailers 

The May, 1917, issue of the Scien- 
tific American gave some interesting 
details of the equipment designed and 
built for the show. Plans were out- 
lined for the modern 
stake driver, canvas spool, and crane 
stake puller. The article also men- 
tioned that the show would have a 
road engineering crew equipped with 
four trucks and 22 men to work ahead 
of the show 
bridges and to fix roads 

Spellman, with a flair of the sensa- 
tional in him, startled the circus 
world when it announced that 
he had offered Billy Sunday, the 
noted evangelist, two grand a day to 
tour with his Needless 
to say, and also happily for Spellman, 
no doubt, the Reverend Mr. Sunday 
practiced what he preached, resisted 
the temptation of the devil, and de- 
clined Spellman’s offer. Billy Sunday 
was a great circus fan and lent his 
great influence and moral support to 
worthy circuses of his day. This was 
especially helpful since many small 
town pulpits were often used to warn 
their flocks of the “devil’s work in 
the circu 

No definite opening date had ever 
been scheduled by Spellman for the 
show and it was generally understood 
that it would open when everything 


cost 


seen 


mechanical 


to repair and resurface 


was 


new circus. 


was ready. The May 
9, 1917, Clipper 
quoted Spellman as 
saying the show’s 
opening had _ been 
delayed because the 
trucks were not fin- 
ished. It 
reported that the 
Bostock 
from 
that were scheduled 
to be delivered to 
the new still 
had not arrived. At 
that early date 
doubts were arising 
in print in the trade 
publications whether 
the show would go 
out at all in 1917 

In June, 1917, Spellman purchased 
174 acres Toledo, Ohio, to be 
used as winter quarters by the show 
for a reported $100,000. Every report 
coming from the Spellman show was 
doctored up to sound big, with money 
evidently no problem, and the sky the 
limit. For example, when it was an- 
nounced in the Nov. 17, 1917, Bill- 
board that Louis E. Cooke had been 
signed as advance agent, it was also 
reported that the show’s 
would have 25 Willys Knight and 
Overland automobiles, including a 
closed car for Mr. Cooke. Perhaps Mr 
Cooke did get his closed car but the 
other 25 must be an obvious exag- 
geration. Accepting this sort of thing 
as 100 percent fact 
ported in the various trade publica- 
tions such as the New York Clipper 
and the Billboard will often embar- 
rass the novice circus historian unless 
he tempers his findings with logic and 
reasoning 

As pointed out 
reason that 


was also 


animals 


Los Angeles 


show 


Photo No. 


near 


advance 


when re- 


even 


earlier the main 
historians remember the 


Photo No. 3—South America tabuleav. Cut appeared in May, 1917, issue of 


Scientific American. 
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Collection of Joe Bradbury 


2—France tableau mounted on a Kelly- 
Springfield truck. Cut appeared in a Dutch magazine 
about 1919. Copied by H. H. Baudert of Amsterdam. 


Collection of Fred Pfening, Jr. 


Spellman show so much is because 
of the set of beautiful new tableau 
truck bodies built for the show. An 
order in the fall of 1916 or early 1917 
was placed with the Bode Wagon Co 
of Cincinnati for 16 tableau bodies, 
which were to be mounted on trucks 
provided by the Kelly-Springfield Co. 
George Bellis of Wichita, Kansas, was 
the designing artist. Each tableau was 
to represent a different continent or 
individual country. Most of the tab- 
leaus had the name of the particular 
nation appearing on it. Bellis in a 
letter to the Billboard in 1943 stated 
that he also designed a monkey cage 
and a calliope for Bode to build for 
the show. It is assumed these were 
completed and delivered with the rest 
of the equipment. This large order 
for new parade equipment was the 
last ever completed by the Bode 
Wagon Co., in fact it was the last 
really large order of parade wagons 
ever built by company in the 
country I have determined the 
names of 15 of the original 16 tab- 
leaus. They are 

United States 

Great Britain 

France 

Belgium 

Africa 

in later years) 

China 

Panama 


any 


(erroneously called India 


South America 

India 

Asia 

Russia 

Japan 

Mexico 

Persia 

Germany 

(Undetermined) 

The Germany tableau was started 

but was never completed due to the 
country’s entrance into World War I 


The 
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Photo No. 5—Panama tableau, Robbins Bros 


August 1, 1928, Newton, Kansas. 


Photo by Joe Fleming 


on April 6, 1917, according to George 
Bellis. The Germany carvings had 
been made but the tableau body was 
not assembled. Construction of the 
tableaus was begun in early 1917 and 
extended into 1918 

Problems created by the U.S. entry 
into World War I increased rapidly 
In June, 1917, Spellman 
nervous breakdown and the trade 
publications stated that his illness had 
stalled plans for the new show. The 
money raised by the stock promotion 
v fast being and creditors 
had begun to hound the show. Later 
in the summer of 1917 Spellman an- 
nounced that the show would defi- 
nitely open as soon as war and labor 
conditions would permit. He denied 
a report that creditors had asked Sam 
McCracken to initiate a Southern tour 
of the show in the fall of 1917 

In August of 1917 several of the 
new tableaus had been mounted on 
trucks at the Bode plant and made a 
trial run to Toledo. The run came off 
fine and it was evident that the show 
would be able to move alright once 
it opened 


suffered a 


spent 


In January of 1918 a fire at the 
Bode plant threatened to damage 
some of the Spellman advance cars 
and it was feared the damage caused 
would delay the completion of the 
rest of the order. By the Spring of 
1918 the equipment was all completed 
and fully assembled. The April 27, 
1918, Billboard reported that 14 
floats and tableau trucks and a num- 
ber of light advance trucks, constitut- 
ing the first section of the new U. S. 
Motorized Circus left the Bode plant 
in Cincinnati and were driven to 
Toledo, home of the new show. The 
trip was made by way of Troy, Ohio, 
where the trucks picked up a number 
of trailers which had been built by 
the Troy Wagon Works of that city 
The Billboard article described the 
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new tableau trucks 
in glowing terms as 
follows: “The floats 
adorned with carv- 
ings and painted to 
symbolize various 
nations completely 
baffle description.” 

Still no opening 
date for the show 
had been announced 
The country 
now in the depths 
of World War I with 
draft 
labor scarce, and 
government war 
regulations were 
strict. Also the 
show’s money had 
run out 


was 


heavy calls, 


Circus 


The April 26, 1919, Billboard re- 
ported that Spellman had resigned 
as president of the U. S. Motorized 
Circus Corp. but had retained 
with title of general director. The re- 
port was out that the stockholders 
were insisting the show go out and 
make some effort to operate. It was 
evident that the show was in financial 
difficulties and an attempted reor- 
ganization took place in August after 
it was decided to definitely open. The 
equipment was moved to Columbus, 
Ohio, and preparations were made to 
open the show. 


been 


The Aug. 9, 1919, Billboard con- 
tained an ad wanting circus acts for 
the show which would shortly open 
and run for twenty weeks. The staff 
assembled to operate the show in- 
cluded in addition to Spellman, Louis 
E. Cooke, general agent; Art Eldridge, 
general supt.; Jake Posey, general lot 
and transportation supt.; C. M. Henry, 
in charge of cookhouse; Jack Waltz, 
supt. of lights, and Burns O’Sullivan, 


equestrian director. W. E. Richards 
and W. W. Cole were also listed on 
the executive staff 


The performers 
sisted of the Stickney Family of 
Riders, with Bob Stickney taking 
over duties as equestrian director; 
Adgie and her trained lions; Helen 
Osborn’s 50 ft. high dive, and a Miss 
Millman, sister of Bird Millman, in 
an iron jaw act. What the show had 
in the way of a menagerie or 
show attractions I have been unable 
to learn. The Bostock animals were 
scheduled for the show but I have 
my doubts as to whether they actually 
ever arrived on the show as per the 
reports from the Billboard and Co- 
lumbus newspapers. Tent sizes are 
also unavailable, however I think it 
can be assumed the show would 
probably have a big top about a 100 
or 110 ft. round with three 30’s or 
40’s. At long last the show opened at 
Columbus, Ohio, Saturday, August 
16, 1919 


contracted con- 


side- 


A search of the Columbus Dispatch 
files by Fred Pfening produced some 
interesting items concerning’ the 
show’s stand there. The title actually 
used by the show was AMERICA’S 
COMBINED MOTORIZED CIRCUS 
It is evident that a new corporation 
was to be formed as the Aug. 13, 
1919, Columbus Dispatch reported 
that “incorporation papers were filed 
Wednesday with the office of the 
Secretary of State by the America 
Combined Motorized Circus Co. with 
headquarters in Columbus. Capital 
stock is $100,000. Incorporators are 
Frank L. Hemminger, Hiram A 
Rievere, William J. Miller, William F. 
McClure and Louis E. Cooke 


A sample of the “readers” provided 
to the Dispatch by the show appeared 
as follows. “America’s One and Only 


Photo No. 4—China tableau, Robbins Bros. Circus, mid 20's. 


Collection of Bill Woodcock 
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motorized circus,” “A show of shows.” 
The new 
idea, born on a new thought, built on 
modern plans, with novel equipment 
of the latest type. Organized and con- 
ducted on military lines, different 
from all others, motorized and mov- 
ing from city to city under its own 
power on automobil motor trucks 
and trailers. Going from one circus 
lot to another without a stop, making 
a continuous parade, gliding over the 
highway like a fleet of aeroplanes, no 
lumbering wagons or other 
junk. Independent in route 
transportation.” 

Another item in the Dispatch read, 
“Motorized Circus to Show Here, Aug 
15, 16. Improved roads and modern 
automobile making made the motor- 
ized possible. The idea was 
conceived by Frank P. Spellman, an 
old circus man and has been brought 
to a point of perfection by the or- 
ganization of which he is an officer 
Mr. Spellman, and Louis E. Cooke, 
formerly with Barnum & Bailey and 
Buffalo Bill, officials of the motorized 
circus have Columbus for 
several weeks. Columbus was chosen 
as the most logical central 
whence the circus might begin its 
tour. The many trucks and 
in the outfit will assemble at the 
Municipal Circus Grounds and after 
the two days performance will start 
on a thru journey east, playing towns 
along the route to New York City, the 
first objective of the novel 
ganization.” The article went on to 
say that Mrs. Claudia Daily is bring- 
ing her horse, Major Dave, a _ prize 
animal of the show ring, to join the 


new motorized circus is a 


useless 
and in 


circus 


been in 


point 


trailers 


new or- 


circus. 


Evidently the show was planning 
on establishing quarters in Columbus 
or it could only have been good press 
agent copy but the Aug. 12 Dispatch 
reported the following: “Planning to 
Winter Columbus. Messrs 
Cooke and Spellman announced that 
they had taken an option on 20 acres 
north of the Sells property, 
garden is to be 
built, if plans satisfactorily 
The animals with the show 
will be kept here during the coming 
winter. Columbus capital has been 
interested in the undertaking, Mr. 
Spellman said.” 

The show did not open as scheduled 
on Aug. 15 but delayed opening until 
the next day, Aug. 16. The Dispatch 
reported as follows: “First perform- 
ance of postponed. The 
performance was to have been given 
Friday but owing to delay in the 
arrival of the costumes and baggage 
performers who 
New York, the big show 
able to open until Satur- 
This is just a sample of the kind 


Circus in 


of land 
where a zoological 
mature 
Bostock 


circus first 


of many of the star 
came 
will not be 
day 
of thing that prompted the organiza- 
tion of the circus — rail- 
road delays of this type will be freed 


from 


motorized 
from by this organization.” 

The Dispatch’s notice of the show’s 
opening stated, “Novel Circus Opens 
For the first time in history Columbus 
witnessed a_ big parade in 
which the floats and cages were not 
drawn by 


circus 


Instead handsomely 

were in reality 
truck Three 
comprise the 

show Ben 
Wild West is 
One of the bands 


horses 
decorated wagon 
camouflaged motor 
ring 
tting for the 
Penny K-Bar 


a part of the 


and two stages 
main 
Ranch 


show 


in the outfit is the Pelham Bay Naval 
Band.” 

Following the Columbus stand the 
show moved to Newark, Ohio, for 
performances Monday, Aug. 18, and 
was scheduled to play Tuesday, Aug 
19, at Coshocton. It was late and did 
not arrive in Coshocton until Thurs- 
day, August 21. At Coshocton repre- 
sentatives of Kelly-Springfield de- 
scended on the show and seized the 
trucks and other equipment to satisfy 
claims. Thus after three years of 
preparation and three days of opera- 
tion the motorized circus was finished 

The August 31, 1919, Billboard gave 
the show’s stating that it 
lack of finances that caused 
the show's fiasco. It was reported that 
the show had only a bankroll of $2000 
open on and that soon 
dissipated. Newspaper and billposting 
companies at Dover, Ohio, and Can- 
ton also had claims against the show 
The stranded in 
Coshocton where some, including the 
Stickney Family, left to join the 
Rhoda Royal Circus 

The failure of the U. S. Motorized 
Circus follows a pattern so often re- 
peated throughout the annals of cir- 
where a 


obituar: 
was a 


in which to 


performers wer¢ 


cus history. It is a case 


large sum of money is raised to 
launch a show and then is spent be- 
fore the opens. A fairly 
recent case that comes to mind is the 
Tim McCoy Wild West Show of 1938. 

Although the Spellman motorized 
show was thoroughly dead for all 
times life was really just beginning 
for the beautiful tableau 
Kelly-Springfield removed and kept 
intact the tableau sides and disposed 


of the trucks elsewhere. In November, 


show ever 


trucks 


Photo No. 6—Panama, South America, and old Barnum & Bailey hippo den at Granger, lowa, quarters in mid 30's. These 
wagons were part of 10 cars of property cut from Robbins Bros. train and sent there in mid season 1930. These wagons 
rotted away with the old buildings prior to World War Il. 


Collection of P. M. McClintock 
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Photo No. 7—France bandwagon in rainy day parade, Cole Bros. 


1922, the 15 tableau sides were sold 
to R. F. Schiller of Marion, Ohio, and 
it was announced in the Nov. 25, 1922, 
Billboard Schiller planned to open a 
new circus. R. F. (Bob), with his 
brothers, John and Dick, had been in 
circus business for many years. In 
1901 they operated the Schiller & Orr 
Circus, and in 1905 they leased the 
property of the Harris Nickle Plate 
Show from William P. Hall and took 
it out in 1905 and 1906 as the Cook & 
Barrett Circus 

Schiller killed any plans he may 
have had to open a show and adver- 
tised the newly acquired tableau 
bodies as follows in the Jan. 6, 1923, 
Billboard, “For sale, 15 carved tab- 
leau baggage bodies, built by Bode 
Wagon Co. of Cincinnati, for Spell- 
man Motorized Circus. All heavily 
carved and representing different na- 
tions, 15 to 18 ft. long. Will rebuild 
to suit purchaser. Price quoted upon 
request for one or all. Address R. F 
Schiller, Marion, Ohio.” 


In the Nov. 3, 1923, Billboard 
Schiller had another ad as follows: 
"For sale, 5 tableau baggage bodies, 
all heavy wood carved, each repre- 
senting India, Asia, Japan, 
Mexico, 5 ft. 6 in. wide, & . 8 in 
high, 16 and 18 ft. long, $500 and 
$600 each. R. F. Schiller, Marion, 
Ohio.” 

About 1926 Schiller told Bill Wood- 
cock when both of them were on Fred 
Buchanan’s Robbins Bros. Circus, 
that he sold five tableau sides to 
Frank West, owner of West’s Worlds 
Wonder Show, a leading carnival of 
that day, who used them for show 
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Circus, 1937. 
Collection of P. M. McClintock 


fronts. It 
days before 
front 
carved 
wagons 
become an 


was customary in those 
neon and chrome plated 
became vogue to use highly 
folding panels attached to 
which would fold out and 
attractive showfront for 
various carnival attractions. Although 
Schiller did not specify the five sold 
to West by name it is believed that 
the ones listed in this ad constituted 
those in the deal. Schiller also said 
that he took the Pe a tableau which 
large carved peacocks on 
each side and cut them up to make 
with a carved pea- 
cock on it, and these were placed on 
highways leading into Marion, Ohio, 
to advertise a hotel that he owned 
there by name of the Pilgrim Inn. Of 
the five sold to West and the Persia 
tab no photos have turned up except 
one of the Japan tab, and descrip- 
tions of the designs are lacking for 
the India, Asia, Russia, and Mexico 
tabs 

Eight of the remaining nine tab- 
leaus in Schiller’s hands were sold to 
Fred Buchanan, owner of the Robbins 
Bros. Circus in 1924. These were 
United States, Great Britain, Bel- 
gium, France, Africa, China, Panama, 
and South America, and all of these 
are well known to most historians 
Only one of the 15 tabs that Schiller 
originally advertised for sale is un- 
accounted for. What country it de- 
picted or what disposition was made 
of it has never been determined. 

The eight tabs going to Robbins 
Bros. were mounted on regular wagon 
gears and wheels and took on the 
appearance of regular railroad show 
tableau wagons. Evidently Schiller 


had two 


four signs, each 


received the order for these from 
3uchanan prior to his ad for the 
other five for sale in November, 1923, 
and delivered them as _ they 
completed 


were 


The exact date the wagons arrived 
on the Robbins show during the 1924 
season is not known by this reporter. 
Most probably some were there at the 
start of the season but that fact is 
not mentioned in the Billboard. In 
June of 1924 the Billboard stated that 
Robbins Bros. has added 5 cars to 
the train, and the July 12, 1924, Bill- 
board reported that three of the new 
tableau wagons purchased from R. F. 
Schiller had arrived and gave the 
name of the three as Great Britain, 
Panama, and Japan, however, the 
latter is in error and must have re- 
ferred to another one of the tabs as 
the Japan tab did not go to Robbins. 
The Aug. 30, 1924, Billboard stated 
that “two beautiful tableau wagons 
named France and China arrived in 
Villisca, Iowa, and were first used in 
parade in Mo.” The same 
article mentioned a total of four new 
tabs arriving but did not mention any 
others by name but did say that the 
show had purchased new draft teams, 
including a ten horse hitch of blacks 
for the big United States Tableau, 
indicating that it had arrived on the 
show by then. It is definite that all 
eight of the tableau wagons from 
Schiller were on hand prior to start 
of the 1925 


Tarkio, 


ason 
Some confusion has existed in the 
minds of some historians concerning 
reports that some of the Spellman 
tableaus went to the Al G. Barnes 
Cireus. In early 1922 the Billboard 
printed a statement by Murray Pen- 
nock of the Barnes show to the effect 
that the show would get some new 
parade wagons that were formerly 
on the Spellman circus. Other notices 
mentioned the show as getting a ca 
load of Spellman carvings and the 
adding of 6 new parade vehicles by 
the Barnes show. To further confuse 
matters a photo of the Great Britain 
tableau appeared in Robson’s book, 
Al G. Barnes, Master Showman. Paul 
Eagles, many years affiliated with Al 
G. Barnes said definitely that the 
show got new carvings from the 
Spellman show and put them on 
wagons and that Barnes had gotten a 
real bargain by acquiring $6000 worth 
of carvings for only $1800. The late 
George Chindahl, well known circus 
historian, was never fully convinced 
that Barnes did not get some of the 
Spellman tabs. However, the evidence 
is too well documented by other 
Billboard accounts, plus testimony 
from Bob Schiller himself to effect 
that none of the tabs got to Barnes 
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Probably the way the Barnes angle 
got started is one of these two ways 
Maybe Barnes did actually make a 
deal to acquire the tabs from Kelly- 
Springfield or later from Bob Schiller 
but that the deal later fell through 
But probably it can be ex- 
plained this way. Bode got out of th 
wagon building 1921 
and went into the truck body building 
They cleaned out all of the 
carvings, 


more 


business about 
busines 
surplus 
to make 


wagon 
their 
documented 


parts, etc 
new enter- 
fact that 
did pick up quite a few carv- 


room for 
prise. It is a 
3arnes 
ings from Bode and thes 
on wagons built by 
winter 
built 


> were placed 
Barnes’ own 
Some of 
these wagons around 1921 
1922 have been documented in th 
Circus Wagon History File of Band- 
wagon over the v 
doubt it is possible that the 
of the unfinished Germany 
included in the carvings 


forces in quarters 


and 


past few year 
carving 
tableau 
were Bode 
got. Perhaps other carvings originally 
designated for the Spellman 
and of which we are not acquainted 
were in the Some of u 
have speculated 1924 
cage with carvings on the 
skyboard and a wagon evidently built 
tableau originally could 
contain some of the carving: 
Germany tableau. Note the 
Charles Puck's 
this 


show 


deal 
that a 
unusual 


with 
Barne 


for a 
sibly 
from the 
photo in 
Snapshot and 
observe the from the 
right, and draw your own conclusions 
Mind you, though, this is pure specu- 
lation, and we are saying that 
the skyboard carvings COULD b 
from the Germany wagon, not in any 
stating that they 

everal 


Oldtime 
Column in issue 


second cage 


only 


probably ar¢ 
beginning in 


sense 


For 


years, 


1925, Robbins Bros. made a ‘big play 
of the Spellman tableaus and heavily 
advertised their “Parade of Nations.” 
Jan. 24, 1925, Billboard stated 
the Robbins paint shop at 
Granger, Iowa, quarters had turned 
out the U. S., Great Britain, Belgium, 
China, France, and Panama tabs for 
the Parade of Nations. Each of the 
x had the name of the country on 
the ide only the Africa 
South wagons were 
this type of identification 
Somehow the 
contained carvings including a hippo 
which definitely representative 
of the Africa got to be 
called historians hav 
pcated that 
the prescnt date 
nted here and e it is obviou 
both an Africa and an India 
wagon was constructed in the original 
Spellman set 
The. South 
three 
a woman and lion, is 
one. Actually nothing is theer to sug- 
t the 
and nothing but 
us that 


and and 


America missing 
Africa wagon, which 


were 
continent of 

Wagon 
obvious 


From 


India 
error even to 


evidence pre- 


that 
that 


America wagon, which 
carver circles and carvings 
an interesting 
continent 


outh American 


tradition has given 
name to the present time 
Some years many of us 
lated whether or not it was actually 
one of the Spellman set, but the 
Chindah] set us 
matter 
of it mounted on a truck in 
May, 7, issue of Scientific 
1crican. While on the Robbins show 
wagon was used to carry 
supplies. All of the 
were of 


ago specu- 


George straight on 


when he discovered the 


cook- 
eight 
construction 


house 
vagon box type 
and carried a baggage load 

Robbins Bro: prospered in the 
20's and grew 15 car 


from a show at 


- \ 


bo 


Photo No. 8 — United States Bandwagon, Robbins Bros. Circus, 1938. 
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Photo by Robert D. Good 


AMERICAS 
ch v. COMBINED 


CIRCUS 


Municipal Circus | rounds 
Friday and Sat., Aug. 15-16 


the beginning of the 1924 season, its 
fine 30 car show at the 
1930 The 
continued for several 


first, into a 
beginning of the 
treet 
years after most railroad circuses had 
dispensed with theirs, was a_ big 
drawing card for the show, The huge 
procession given in 1929 and 
in early 1930 featured the old Barnum 
& Bailey Two Hemisphere 
wagon at the lead and the old Barnum 
Horn and Clown 
rear. In between were 
the eight Spellman four old B 
& B pony floats, a dozen cages, in- 
cluding the old B & B hippo den, 
hich didn’t carry a hippo but the 
how did have another huge den for 
their prize hippo, Miss Iowa, an air 
calliope, and a 
tock. It 
parade 

The great depression which set in 
during the fall of 1929 hit the 30 car 
Robbi Bro: how in 
1930. Ten car sent 
Granger and the 
remainder of 


season 


parade, 


treet 
Band- 


& Bailey steam 
calliope at the 


tabs, 


lead 
street 


large 


truly a 


array of 
fine 


mid-season 
back to 
show con- 


were 
quarters 
tinued on 20 cars for 
Loaded on the flats going 


three of the 


the season 


Granger were 
Spellman tableaus. They were China, 
Panama, and South America. These 
were never heard from again and we 
assum 

nger, Iowa, quarters sometime 
between 1930 and the time the last 
of the old buildings 
make way for the expansion of an 
army training center during World 
War II. Tom Duncan, author of the 
great novel, “Gus the Great,” is sup- 
been inspired to write 


can they rotted away at the 


old ¢ 


were razed to 


posed to have 
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to the old 
mentions in 
tableau 


it by a 
quarters and 
the old China 
in the weeds. 

Following the 1930 season Robbins 
Bros. did not return to Granger but 
instead went into quarters at the 
William P. Hall Farm in Lancaster, 
Mo. That winter the show was further 
reduced to 15 cars and for the 1931 
the France wagon remained 
in Lancaster. Carried on the train in 
1931 the U. S., Great Britain, 
3eligium, and Africa tableaus. The 
Belgium wagon, which was usually 
drawn by a Mack truck in parade, 
served as the No. 1 bandwagon. Fol- 
lowing the bankruptcy of the show 
in Mobile in September, 1931, the 
property sent back to the Hall 


visit Granger 
the book 


rotting away 


season 


were 


was 
farm 

The Robbins equipment remained 
at Lancaster until the fall of 1934 
when Adkins and Zack Terrell 
purchased all of it and had it shipped 
Indiana, to be 
framing their new Cole Bros 
to take to the road in 1935 
in the deal the U Great 
Britain, Belgium, France, and Africa 
tableaus. Adkins and Terrell had also 
picked up circus property formerly 
used on the Christy Bros. Circus and 
the 101 Wild West Show. The 
Christy wagons which were probably 
a little flashier were ed 
service first and used exclusively in 
the Cole Bros 1935 and 
1936 and none of the Spellman tabs 
were until 1937 then only 
one, France, was on the show 

For the 1938 season Adkins & Ter- 
rell cut down the Cole show 
from 40 to 30 cars and discontinued 
the street parade. But for the 
1938 season they put on the road as a 
No. 2 show, Robbins Circus, 
which was as fine a 15 car circus as 
The new Rob- 
featured a_ street 
the five Spellman 


Jess 


used in 
Circus 
Included 


to Rochester, 


were 


Ranch 
pres into 
parades of 


used and 


Bros 
also 
Bros 


was embled 


bins 
parade and all of 


ever ass 


3ros. show 


Photo No 
1938. 


10 — Belgium tableau, Robbins Bros. Circus, 


tabs, U. S., Great 
Britain, Belgium, 
France, and Africa 
were carried. 

The recession 
which just about 
killed off all circus 
business in 1938 
Adkins & 
Terrell into bank- 
rupty, Cole closed 
in early August and 
although Robbins 
3ros. was later 
larged by 6c 
the shuttered 
Cole show and made 
a full season, claims 
the two 
were 
looked 


forced 


en- 
rs 


from 


Photo No 


against Circus, 1938. 


showmen so 
great it like at 
they would be unable to continue in 
1939. However, the creditors 
they were able to 20 cars of 
equipment and to the road 
in 1939 with a single circus called 
Cole Bros. The parade was retained 
and that season saw the last of what 
could truly called the oldtime, 
traditional circus street parades, 
Probably the parade would have been 
kept for 1940 but for the tragic fire 
on Feb. 20, 1940, which destroyed the 
greater part of the Ind., 
quarters. All the tabs 
the France de 
by the flames which con- 
the main building. Somehow 
the France wagon escaped the fire 

By obtaining property from the 
Ringling interests at nearby Peru 
the show was able to open on time 
for the 1940 but the street 
parade was The France 
some other 
not 
years, were stored at 
a nearby farm while the 
its quarters to Louisville, Ky. In 1946 
the France wagon, along with the 
Asia tableau and the Lion and Mirror 


one time 


from 
lease 
returned 


Rochester, 
Spellman 
wagon 


of 
except 
stroyed 
sumed 


were 


season 

finished 
with 

wagons 


wagon, along old 
tableau 


used for a few 


which had been 


circus moved 


Kt, 


Photo No 
1938 


Photo by Robert D. Good 


January-February, 1962 


11 — Africa tableau, 


9—Great Britain tableau, Robbins Bros 


Photo by Robert D. Good 


bandwe 
Block 
Peoria, 


gon were purchased by the 
Kuhl Department Store of 
Ill. They were moved to 
Peoria, completely restored, and were 
in promotional parades by the 
store for a number of years. 

In November, 1961, the France 
wagon with the Asia and Lion and 
Mirror wagons were acquired by the 
Circus World Museum and moved to 
Baraboo. There it is hoped that the 
France wagon, truly the “Last of the 
Mohicans,” the very last remaining 
one of the original 15 Spellman tab: 
leaus, has found its last resting place 
The wagon will be in the loving and 
dedicated of fellow C.H.S 
member: Fox and Paul 
Luckey, who will see that it is fully 
restored to its former glory and will 
remain a lasting memorial as one of 
the eat circus parade tableau 
wagons ever built for a now vanished 
era 

I would like to thank the following 
for the help given me in preparation 
of this article: Dick Conover, George 
Piercy, Charles Puck, Bill Woodcock 
Tom Parkinson, and Fred Pfening, 
every last them a tried and 
true C.H.S. member. 


used 


hands 
Chappie 


last g 


one of 


Robbins Bros. Circus, 


Photo by Robert D. Good 
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Ring 1—Clifton Troupe on the 
Trampoline Mike Foster and 
Ben Myers 
Ring 2— Clowns — Atomic Hair 
Grower Cecil (Peanuts) Kest- 
ler and Todd LeRoy 
Ring 1 and 2 Swinging Ladders 
Paula Dell and Bobbie De- 
Wayne 
Between Rings — Clowns — Re- 
volving Ladder—Ben Myers, Ce- 
cil Kestler and Todd LeRoy 
Ring 2 The Trained Disney- 
land Military Ponies Ted De- 
by Douglas Lyon Wayne 
5. Ring 1—Clowns 3alancing Act 


Out of the Los Angeles suburban 8. Sleeper No. 20 for 8 people Cecil Kestler and Todd LeRoy 
Between Rings—Tight and Slack 


community of North Hollywood, 9. Concession trailer 
comes a show familiar to the fan 10. Office trailer Wire Ben Myers 

of the area as the DeWayne Bros 11. Props and skid, trailer N > 8. Ring 1 and 2 Web Paula 
Circus 2. Seats and prop, trailer No. Dell and Bobbie DeWayne 


The show is owned and operated Ring 1 Unicycle and Juggling 


by Ted DeWayne. Ted has built his 14. Seat wago Mike Foster 
show around the stiff regulations that The concession and office trailers Ring 2— Elephant — Bimbo, Jr 


govern circuses in the Los Angele were constructed from old railway Bill Maynard, trainer 
. Ring 1—Clowns— Magic—Todd 


LeRoy and Cecil Kestler 
Ted DeWayne Troupe 
and Teeterboard — Ted 

Paula Dell and Ben 


ba tea express trucks that were converted 

The DeWayne shows owns si) for the show’s use. These are eye 
trucks, but for the local dates at catchers on the lot, because of their 
schools, they cut down on the equip- size and appearance. The show re- 
ment used. A blue chevy stock truck cently purchased another truck and 
carries their poni and elephant. A are presently converting it into a 
flat bed semi carries two of the cookhouse trailer. They are also add- rr above program as given at 
Santa Fe Springs, but at other date 


trailers and other equipment. The ing two more s ms to the 
the program and performance varied 


s Si ses us lers c 1 Tv 1 
show also u numerous trailers and neup. Thes¢ ‘ ons also hau 


other trucks which are listed below. the smaller railway express trailer omewhat 


The color scheme of the trailers is sort of a piggy back method that A pony ride is usually spotted on 
with the concession 


blue and white and the newly painted el] y-Miller is famous for re midway 
t it. But there are indi- 


equipment looks very flashy on the At various times they remove the _ t¥ailer opposite 
lot. The DeWayne title is lettered on ides from one of the pr trailers cations that next year there will be 
part of the equipment. The rolling and use it to haul the skiis for their @" enlarged midway, and perform- 
stock as found in the winter quarter water siing elephant at fair date ance 
is listed below; The skii approximately 15 feet The winter quarters for the show is 
located at a farm, right down the 
1. Semi flat bed — carries 2 trailers,  ¢} They a ed one 1 treet from the Craft's 20 Big Show 
poles, seats, canvas and generat- x water skiing elephant th Quar s in North Hollywood. Al- 
ing unit United States, Bimbo Jr., who thou they do have some other 
2. Stock truck  carric elephant in the television serie f ircu juipment stored elsewhere in San 
horses and llama Boy ‘ernando Valley, this is their main 
Prop semi i h s trainer stg of 
Flat bed truck for props n J i he also assun r iting for another place for the 
Chevrolet camper for advance ; bility t ; he iter quarters which is a little bit 
Cage trailer No. 21 2 part f x. Th inc ‘ 5 poni 
containing a bear and a kangaroo hr ynkeys, a llama, kz ar00 ar Jsually on the lot there is a small 
Cage trailer 3 part — contain- khouse and performers tent which 
several 


long, and 3 f wide, and 


operations. They are also 


ing three monkeys Currently, DeWayne : hi is a 20’ x 30’. The show has 
rformance in a two ring 
foot round 
c for adults go for 90 
cents and 50 cents for children 
eating for tt how presently 
blue planks, fi\ \ hig 
twelve sections, a capacity 
out 600 people t the fair 


three perfor- 


ritormance L given in 

two rings, alternating 

to the other and sometimes perforn- === 
ing between the two rings. The per- 


No. 20 Sleeper formance is listed below: Office and ticket wagon 


from one ring 
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April 20-23—Sante Fe Springs, Calif 
April 29—North Hollywood, Calif 
May 4- Garden Grove, Calif 
May 17 Portland, Oregon 
May 20 tevue Studios, Hol 
wood, Calif 

June 10-18—Fairbanks, Alaska 

1 ke Isabella, Calif 
4—Coliscum, Los Ang 
1 
1 


Concession trailer, All photos by Doug Lyon Hawthorne, Calif No. 21 Cage, with kangaroo and bear, left 


Hollywood Bowl, Calif Monkey cage, center, and concession trailer 
other tents stored at the winte r July 26-3 Hawthorne, Calif on right 
ters and the be put int 1 Aug. 1-6—Seattle, Washington 
next season. They have just recently Augu 11-12 Pacoima, Calif 
purchased a larger Big Top which August 16-22—San Luis Obispo, 
an eighty with three forties < hi Augt y Monterey, Calif 
will be used next year Francisco, Calif Robert Brisendine 1 1089 
Other members of the DeWayne Septemb 28—Reno, Nevada 1156 Briarcliff Cour 
Atlanta 6, Georgia 


Bro: Circus include Jeri DeWayne Septemt 2s tober 1—Lawndale, 


who handles the office; Richard “alif Deane L. Adam n 1090 
Smith, clown, and risley; David detok Sepulveda, Cz (22 fast Gilman 5t 
. Mac 7, j c i 
Smith, clown and risley; Bobby De- r acoima, Calif 3 aisonr,. Wisconsin 
Wayne, teeterboard, risley, and aerial »ber Sylmar, Calif Sone cen Oth | 
displays. Several others } ecently October 28—North Hollywood, Calif 4 at eae 
Miami, Florida 
joine d the show ' December 23—Rancho Lo: Amigos Hovey: :Buroess,.J¢ 
Their route for the 1961 ason Hospital, ramount, Calif . 
Round Hill Road 
listed below. This include y Le 


ing p< of the equipment to 3 
: spate arts of th PP MERE 'tO Greenwich, Connecticut 
uccessful tour to Alaska for ¢ U Revue Studio for “Frontier Circu 


; s : Harold N. Rupp 
with David Nelson, and the cl has broken up a lot of the PE 


: , season 32 Clinton Ave 
date of a charity show for the Pz is is a small show that is gaining Fredonia, New York 


Eagles Circus Luncheon Club i i ll the time and in the not Larry Welst 
March 12-13—San Die alif future, they w become 815 Mackinaw 
March 20- Pomona, Calif f the major West Coast Circuses Saginaw, Michigan 


mm i ttt 


Cage line, Al G. Barnes Circus, Los Angeles, Calif. Photo taken by Charlie Puck, March 21, 1924, Note highly carved skyboard 
of cage second from right. Historians speculate this COULD be carvings from unfinished U. S. Motorized Circus, 
tableau Note skyboard of cage on extreme right has carvings from Barnes steam calliope 
1959 Bandwagon, “Circus Wagon History File.’ 


Germany 
, shown on page 7, Mar.-April, 


January-February, 1962 





AND REAL WILD WEST 


1938 


coast to 


Not since the dismal season of 
when folded 
coast had so much rail show 
taken place as did during the 
Ringling and Cole 
along without any serious opposition 
until 1944 when Ben Davenport made 
the conversion from trucks to rails 
For the 1945 season these three were 
joined by three new rail shows, with 
both Arthur Russell 
switching to rail moves and a com- 
plete newcomer added to the field in 
Austin Circus. This article is 
about that show 


shows from 
activity 
1945 


season. had coasted 


3ros. and Bros 


3ros 


Texas, 
idea 


Harry Hammill of Austin, 
had become possessed with the 
of fielding a major circus. He origin- 
ally attempted to buy the Cole show 
but this deal did not jell. His next 
move was an attempt to join with 
Clyde Beatty in building a rail show 
but this, too, did not materialize 
Finally during the winter of 1944-45 
Hammill turned to Ben Davenport 
and between them the deal 
Reportedly 
man 


was set 
in on the deal was Her- 
also of Austin. Daven- 
port agreed to furnish most of the 
rolling stock and train with 
the 1944 Dailey Bros. big top and let 


3rown, 


along 


ie 
eed 
eee 


The midway is shown here, with marquee from Gorman Bros. three pole menagerie and ticket 
Photo from Bill 


wagon 
Woodcock Collection. 
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Banner line from Christy Bros. not up when photo was taken. 


by Wm. L. Elbirn 


Hammill take it from there. 


Immediately were ob- 
tained in the yards of the Brown and 
in Austin and 


run 


quarters 


Root Constructionn Co 
activity began. A rail 
in, a gon shed built and part of a 


warehouse 


spur Ww 


was converted to use for 


the show. Early in February, the rail 
cquipment and wagons arrived from 
the Dailey 


Texa 


quarters in Gonzales, 


To give some light on the back- 
equipment involved it 

necessary to delve into the history 
of the Dailey Davenport 
had been up and down the ladder of 
had finally struck pay 
with this title. Adding 
was the fact that his trucks 
fast wearing out and the restric- 
made it 
A truck 
show forced him into converting to a 
rail show. During the winter of 1943- 
44, Davenport went to Carruthers- 
ville, Mo., where the equipment of 
the defunct Rubin & Cherry Carnival 
purchased six flats, 
With this 
started the 1944 season, Dur- 
ing the season and one 


ground of the 
show. Ben 


ucces but 
dirt in 1943 
to this 
wer 
tion: 


on gas, tires and parts 


extremely difficult to operate 


W stored and 
o stocks and two coaches 
train he 


one coach 


stock car was added giving him a 


twelve car train by the end of the 
season 

Sighting further expansion, he then 
bought the West’s World Wonder 
Shows. According to the Billboard of 
Nov. 18, 1944, Davenport got the 
vhole deal and stated that it was a 
30 car However in talking to 
an old trouper recently who had been 
vith Frank West at one time I 
learned that these figures were prob- 
inflated. To his knowledge the 
had been in the 15-20 car 
flats stocks were 
construction Warren 
steel 


show 


ably 
West 
category. The 
all steel 
and 
wood 
From this conglomeration of equip- 
ment of the two ex-carnivals, Daven- 
port picked out enough equipment to 
form the nucleus of a ten car circus 
and shipped it to Austin. Along with 
it came the big top, center and quar- 
seats from the 1944 
train 


how 
and 
from 
were of and 


two coaches 


ter poles and the 
Daily The 
five flats, one stock and two coaches 
train to ten 
another 


opus consisted of 
To enlarge the 
Hammill bought 
of steel and wood construction, and a 
foot stock that used 
as a whale hearse by 
the Anfengers in the 
1930's. This 
verted into a 
for the working men 
Outwardly the train 
had the appearance of 
two stocks three 
sleepers but it was ac- 
tually and 

four sleepers 
When the train and 
wagons arrived in 
quarters they presented 
a sad appearance. All 
were still painted solid 
orange as they had last 
been painted on the 
West carny but physic- 
ally they were in poor 
condition. The late Art 
Powell and Milt Hinkle 
were placed in charge 
to whip the 


cars, 
coach, also 


ixty had been 


was con- 


sleeper 


and 


one stock 


of a crew 
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This fine view on left shows the stock car and all five flats, 
lead stock tied off to stock car. 


loaded. 
Woodcock Collection 


this was a 
the opening 
four months away. All 
rebuilt to withstand the 
strain of day First 
through the shops was the cookhouse 
wagon which equipped with a 
range all entials. Next 
in line was the big top pole and can- 
vas wagon. Thi equipped with a 
hoist for canvas loading and outside 
hooks to the center All 
other wagons followed in uc- 
cession. The best of the 
transformed into whatever they 
could best be utilized Two 
wagons were never touched and were 
left in quarters 

All equipment given a 
pletely new paint The w 
were painted red with blue borders 
Austin lettered in yellow 
and Circus in Aluminum. The train 
was not The flats were 
given a coat of aluminum and lettered 
in red the stock and coaches 
red with lettering in 


equipment in and 
major 
date 


wagons 


shape 
undertaking as 
was only 
were 
one stands. 
wa 
and other ess 
was 
carry poles 
rapid 
lot 
job 


were 


for 


was com- 


job agons 


Bros. was 


overlooked 


and 
were painted 
aluminum 
Other equipment 
daily from different 
son tractor 
chased to 
around 


almost 
A Ford- 
were pur- 
gilly heavy equipment 
quarters. Two trucks 
purchased, No. 1 a White that 
equipped as a winch and gilly 
and No. 2, an International that 
fitted with a water tank. A menagerie 
the Beatty-Russell 
show, a small sideshow top that had 
been the Alfred Court the 
Max Goodman carny, from 
Gorman and a last 
used on the Christy 

Additional activity at 
cluded replacing all 
with new scissors 
compact loading, new 
the four 
section cage and a dolly for the shows 
International cat and the 
of a semi trailer into an office 
Powell also rebuilt the 
driver putting a 
axle for easier handling 
and former whale car 
been finished and were 
for living purposes. All 


arrived 
sources 
and drag sled 
were 

was 
truck 

was 
from 


top arrived 


top on 
a marquee 
bannerline 
Circus 
quarters 
the old jacks 
jacks for more 
building all 
construction of a 


Bros 
3r0. 


in- 


side poles, 


conversion 
wagon 

stake 
front 


portable 
joint in the 
The coaches 
had by now 
being used 


cars were 
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Photo from Bill came over 


gave out, 


the 
99 


numbered, the flats from 1 to 5, 
98, the former whale car 
sleepers 101 to 103 

animal 


stock car 
and the 

The 
beginning to take 
joined Jap 
histories 


department 
form, 
Lucy 


was 
Two bulls 
30th had 
Jap had originally 
been a Barnum & Bailey bull, 
sold to Wm. P. Hall in 1921 
Following this ownership she 
had served on various Honest 
Bill Newton shows until some- 
time in the 1930’s. She 
was a part of the tax sup- 
ported circus and later still 
with the World of Mirth carny 
Terrell Jacobs had her in 1943 
and sold her to Ben Davenport 
in 1944. Lucy started with the 
Wm. P. Campbell’s two car 
in 1920 and sold to Ket- 
about 1924, From 
there she went to Seils-Sterl- 
ing in 1930 and stayed with 
them through the 1938 season 
She owned for 
Jack Joyce and served on the 
Clyde Beatty-Russell 
Circus in 1944. Both are 
dead 
Other 
included 


now 
too. 
and 
famous 
was 


also 


show 


row Bros 


wa a time by 
Bros. 


now 


animals 

run 
crack troup of six 
white liberty 
baboon, 


coming on 


two teams, a 
black and 
horses, and a 
kangaroo and a 


to fill the 


lion, 
supply of monkeys 
cage wagon 

R. M. Harvey, 
piloting the 


took over as 


who had been 
Dailey show, now 
agent Austin 
and began routing both shows. 
The advance truck, under car 
manager Harry Doran, left 
quarters with a crew of about 
eight billers. Frank J 
Wm. H and Carroll 
Hicks the press 
chores the beginning of 
the season was in sight. Other 
staffers and department heads 
included Milt Hinkle, man- 
ager; Tige Hale, bandmaster; 
Art Powell, boss canvasman; 
Jack Alloway, announcer; 
Blackie Martin, trainmaster; 
Lloyd Lassiter, sideshow; Al 
C. Beck, secretary-treasurer; 


for 


Lee, 
3reese 
took over 


and 


KANKAKEE 
TUESDAY, JULY 


This canvas-pole wagon was either built on the road, or 


from the Dailey show, 
Woodcock Collection 


Jimmy O’Dell, 
Rog Wilson, 
Hammill, auditor; 


after original wagon 


ring stock and bulls; 
sideshow canvas; Ruth 
Dale Turner, front 
Bert Hager, prop Jos. 
Robinson, electrician; Edw. Davis, 
train lights; Red Moser, run teams; 
Dion Lock, seats and rigging; Blackie 
Price, blacksmith; Frenchy Sloan, 
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Matinee and Night —3 and 8 P. M. 
At The FAIR GROUNDS 


door; boss; 


PRESENTS 


TERRILL 
| JACOBS 


LION "KING 


Who Fights and Subduex Eighteen Tigers 
and Lions in @ Thrilling Performance 





Ten Daring and Graceful Male and Female 


SPANISH CELEBRITIES 


of Mexico and South America 


Scores of Unexcelled Arenic Stars 


AMAIING, THRILLING 
NOVEL Performances 


New to the Modern Circus 


An Assembly of Roi 
Animals Co 


COMPLETE MENAGERIE 


Exhibited by Austin Bros. Circus 


100 FEATURES IN 
— 100 MINUTES — 


Complete Performances 3 & 8 p. m. 


Costly 





Whiteside troupe on the tight wire. 
Ring 3, the Great Ted Wilson on 
the slack wire. 


Display No. 3—Concert star, Chip 
Morris, and his wonder horse, 


Display 4—Clown stop by Billy 
Dick and the Bonhommes, Sig and 
Joe. 

Display No. 5—‘‘Simian syncopation,” 
with the Kitchen Family’s chimps 
and monkeys on the stage 


= 

S “ _ 
See ~ a . ss Display No. 6—The Doppe Sisters 
a . “% Ra ee ~: working swinging ladders over the 


This fine unloading shot shows number 16 wardrobe and prop wagon rings and the stage 

about to hit the runs with the pull-up team in front. Woodcock Display No. 7—Clown Stop. 

Collection Display No. 8—Felix Morales and 
family, triple threats on the tram- 
poline 

Display No. 9—Captain Jimmy O’Dell 
and his marvelously trained ele- 
phant, “Lucy.” 

Display No. 10—Clown Stop. 

Display No. 11—Menage by Misses 
Dorothy Herbert and _ Elizabeth 


steward. However, a further survey two draft teams and a juice joint 
of personnel compiled by Don Marcks’ which made it rather crowded. The 
shows enough people filling various big top, the former Dailey top, wa 
jobs throughout the season to man a_ and 80’ with three 40’s. All canvas 
show three times this size. Evidently except the sideshow was white. The 
the turnover in personnel was a con-__ big top seating was unchanged from 
stant source of irritation throughout the previous season on the Dailey 
the season show with the exception of the new 

Several days before the March 30th scissors jacks. Reserved seats were 
opening, the complete show was gil- even high planks and the blues on 
lied to the First and Chalmers Ave both ends were eight high planks 
lot in Austin and here the final bugs No chairs or starbacks were carried 
were ironed out. Included in this was The total big top seating about 
the substitution of a ground level 1800 which appears rather small for 
platform in place of the center ring a rail show. The bandstand was built 
The show was erected in easy stages on wagon No. 11 with hinged sides 
and was reported as making a nifty that unfolded and revealed the chairs 


Disp] ». 12—Petite Dolores White- 
side, beauty and grace on the loop- 
loop trapeze 
y No. 13—Headslide for life by 
t one and only Felix Morales 

Display No. 14 O’Dell’s_ precision 
liberty horses. 

Display No. 15—Leland Antes, Jr., 
and the Junior CFA Clowns with 
their scintillating surgery. Opening 
day, only 

Display No. 16—Little Miss Norma 


appearance by opening day in place and the air cally built into 
As seen on the lot, the midway a special compartment. This wagon 
sported the apple green Alfred Court also transported the ring curbs and 
top, a 50’ with one 36’, for the kid some other props : gees 
show behind the former Christy Bros Opening day gave the show terrific Davenport and her threc dancing 
bannerline. This had been retouched _ business but the second day in Austin basepall: iplaying, ‘elephants 
and was hung on a pipeframe rigging was less than expected as the rain: 1 only , 
similar to those used on carnies. Two came. The prog on opening Dorothy: Herbert's 
20 x 30 juice joints, a small pitch- ran as follows: famous hig Jumping 
man’s top and the red wagon were PROGRAM — AUSTIN BROS. rack Was BO. nartow 
also spotted on the midway. The for- 3-RING CIRCUS 
mer 30’ x 30’ Gorman Bros. marquee Opening Day ason of 1945 
fronted the menagerie. This canvas Overture—Captain Tige Hale and his 
was the former Russell Bros. top, a Gold Medal Circus Concert Band 
70’ with one 40’. Located in the Display No. 1—Spec, “Fle of all 
menagerie was the single cage, the Nations.” 
two bulls, all horses including the Display No. 2 Center stage, the 


would not ride them 
fear of hitting props. 
Morris held them in the seats 
I good concert of roping, rid- 
ing, etc. 

Following the second day in Austin 
the show loaded out for Eagle Lake, 
Texas. I have never been able to 
come up with a load order for the 

2 but Leland Antes recently told 

e he believes that the show had no 
hard and fast order. He reported that 
the cookhouse wagons were always 
loaded first but that all wagons had 
loading lengths painted on the sides 
similar to Ringling in recent years 
and the wagons were loaded as they 

he came from the lot and loaded to fill 
AUS PEN 445 3 RING CIRCUS . % each flat. An inventory of the wagons 
—~s ~~ yi shows the following pieces loaded on 

the five flats 

1 White truck, winch and gilly 

2 International truck, water 


The unusual car shown here was formerly a whale car, then stock wagons 
car before being used as a workingmen’s sleeper on Austin. Woodcock Office wagon 
Collection. 2—Cage, 4 sections 
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— Big top canvas and poles 
23—-Stringe and jacks 
11—Bandstand, props and ring curbs 
13. Trunks 
Cookhouse baggage 
Seat planks 
Sideshow can 
props 
Menagerie canvas and poles 
Wardrobe, props and trunks 
Cookhouse wagon 
Light plant 
Concession dept 
International “cat” 


, poles and 


on dolly 


All wagons except the office, cage 
and cat dolly were on hard rubber 
tires. Wagons No. 13 and No. 16 also 
served as dressing rooms after being 
unloaded on the lot each day 

Most of the early weeks of the 
season were plagued by rain and it 
took its toll of business. For a 
year, business was consistently 
The old carny wagons also proved in 
short order that they couldn’t stand 
the gaff of one day stands. A picture 
in Bill Woodcock’s collection shows 
that as early as May 13th in Miami, 
Okla., the big top and canvas 
wagon had been replaced with a 
Dailey wagon is of the usual 
Davenport construction with the drop 
frame and pneumatic tires. However 
no title had been painted the 
wagon 

The weather continued wet and the 
reports that on May 16th 
it rained so hard at Paola, Kans; 
that the train wasn’t unloaded 
Shortly after six o’clock that evening 
the train pulled out for Lamarr, Mo., 
and fire was discovered in a coach on 
the rear of the train. Someone pulled 
the belleord and luckily the train 
stopped by a stream. A bucket bri- 
gade was formed and the fire extin- 
guished with estimated at 
about $250.00 evening 
they troop 
train making a late arrival in Lamarr 
Two light greeted the show 
and the luck still ran bad as a horse 
died that evening. Several other 
horses were reported ill but even- 
tually recovered. The weather finally 
broke at Bolivar, Mo., and two big 
houses were reported. Another side- 
tracking for troop trains almost made 
the miss the matinee in Ne- 
braska City. Afternoon was light but 
the night house jam up. The 
program was strengthened about this 
time when the Clark Bros., Charles 
and Percy, along with Kay joined 
Also coming on at about the same 
time were the Reynosa’s, Bozo Har- 
sell and Happy Starr. Clown alley 
at this time also had Tommy White- 
sides, Jimmy Mader, Lester and 
Whalgren 


war 
poor 


pole 


This one 


on 


Billboard 


damage 
Later the 
sidetracked for a 


same 
were 


houses 


show 


was a 
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June found the show swinging 
through Minnesota and Illinois and 
on the 9th at McComb, IIl., the lot 
was completely covered with water 
Both shows were given to iight 
house The stand for the 14th at 
Str Illinois, was cancelled and 
Mendota played in its place. At New 
Ulm, Minnesota, the show blew the 
matinee and Wilmar, Minnesota, was 
lost on the 23rd and rescheduled and 
played on the 29th 

Terrell with lion and 
tiger act joined the show in Burling- 
ton, Iowa, July 8th. He brought 
the following equipment with him: 
Straight bed truck, carried the steel 

arena 
No. 26 cage 
No. 27 cage 
No. 28 cage 
No. 29 cage 

tigers 
No. 30 cage 

1 puma 
Small water 
2 private 

Three system 
to carry the . 
cars were le 
ment Corp 
the cost of 
of the 


tor, 


Jacobs his 


on 


wagon, 
wagon, 
wagon, 
wagon, 


3 lions, 2 
5 lions 
5 lions 
1 leopard, 


tigers 


2 baby 


wagon, 1 lion, 2 tigers, 
wagon 
autos 

flat cars were used 
acobs equipment. The 
d by the T. J. Equip- 
, So it can be assumed that 
the act covered the lease 
cars, as far as the 
concerned. The four large cages were 
spotted in the back yard, while the 
cage with the small animals went in 
the menagerie top, and helped fill 
out the meager display 

Prior to Jacobs joining, 
had its biggest day of the 
date at Waterloo, Iowa, 
straw However, on 
vious day at Webster City the show 
was practically a blank. Clinton, 
on the 12th was cancelled and 
replaced by Comanche. On the 14th, 
Mickey O’Brien resigned as manager 
and Hammill took over active 
agement. Meanwhile the show was 
experiencing considerable trouble 
handling Jacobs equipment. At one 
stand a cage was dumped over the 
the flats while unloading and 
at another spot a section of the arena 
fell into the paying The 
nut was considerably enlarged with 
the added expense of the act 
and the rail moves were costing more 
with the addition of the extra flats. 
Evidently the marriage wasn’t too 
happy and on July 27th, at Kokomo, 
Ind., Jacobs closed and moved over 
to Arthur Circus. 

The show had been loosing money 
consistently and many expected it to 
fold at any time but Hammill stuck 
to his guns and kept pouring in fresh 
money. Most experienced show people 
claimed that the show had _ been 
routed into the grain belt much too 
early in the season. As has been 


show was 


the 
season to 
with two 
the pre- 


show 


houses 


Iowa, 


man- 


ide of 
customers 


name 


3ros 


One of the few soft rubber tired wagons on 
he show was the ticket-office wagon, unnum- 
bered. Woodcock Collection. 


Note 


the off assortment of wheels on 


the 


light plant, numbér 118, photo taken in win- 
terquarters by George Hubler, 


‘AUSTIN BROS J Ring CIRCUS & WIM Wesl 


“ 


The only cage other than Jacobs equipment, 
was number 22 shown here. Woodcock Collec- 


tion 


The 
shows 
Parkinson. 


rather 


cook house wagon, 
odd wheels. 


number 18, also 
Photo by Bob 
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The White truck used as a gilly and stake-chain, Three of the large Terrell Jacobs cages were 
is pulling number 23 stringer-jack wagon. Bob spotted in the backyard, for easy access to the 
Parkinson Photo. backdoor. Bob Parkinson Photo 


proven many times in the past, when way. All horses became sick and four stands and played 18 states. 
an agent pilots more than one show, died including two of the liberty Hammill revealed to friends that 
usually one prospers and the other group. The cause of death was given his venture had lost him about 
loses. This point was again proven as__ as arsenic poisoning. A local vet was $140,000 for the season. Even after 
Dailey Bros. was again having a_ given credit for saving the lives of this sad experience, Hammill and 
bang up season the other stock. However, the run Davenport made overtures about 
By the end of July the show was teams were too sick to help load and buying the Arthur Bros. Circus that 
into the cotton and tobacco country the motive power loaded this night had closed earlier. They had planned 
and again the critics yelped as this By this time the No. 2 International to divide the equpiment but this deal 
was considered much too early for truck had given out and it had been fell through when Louis Goebel who 
a show to play this area. However, replaced by an army command car had a lien on the equipment refused 
this time fate played into Hammill’s At this date the show had a small to sell. It was reported after this 
hands as the tobacco crop came on matinee in the rain and two thirds Hammill was considering framing a 
early and Austin was the first one in night house. LaGrange, Georgia, on truck show but this did not material- 
at most spots. Business picked up the 14th was a night only spot due ize either 
considerably and some of the lost to a late arrival. Bessemer on _ the After sitting in Austin quarters for 
money started to come home. Rich- 18th was good and Greenville, Ala- some weeks the train still loaded left 
mond, Kentuck wasn’t an indica- bama, on the 20th gave two straws for Gonzales and the Dailey quarters 
tion, however, as Austin and Beatty Most of October was played in’ The equipment that was still usable 
day and dated here. Business con- Mississippi with business up and _ was assimilated by the larger Dailey 
tinued good across Tennessee and down. Two good spots were Corinth show. The following season Dailey 
Alabama, and into Georgia. Moultrie, and Winona with straws. Now head- added two flats and the one stock car 
Georgia, was cancelled and replaced ing toward home the show quickly from the train. It is a possibility that 
by Adel and on August 27th the show crossed Louisiana and Arkansas with some of the wagons were also used 
had the biggest days of the season the closing coming on Nov. 9th at on the 1946 Dailey show but when I 
with turnaways at both shows at Franklin, La. The weather had turned caught the show in 1947 none of the 
Macon. extremely cold and stands at Morgan old wagons w > there. For the 1948 
September found the showin South Ci Jennings and Lake Charles were season Dailey went to 25 cars and I 
Carolina and business turned spotty cancelled. After loading out at Frank- presume that the additional flats were 
Anderson on the 5th gave excellent lin the show headed back to Austin’ the remaining three left from the 
busine: Bad fortune again struck and arrived on Nov. 11th. Included Austin show. The three coaches were 
on the 9th when the lead stock was’ the home run the show had made a left in Gonzales and used when the 
grazed along the railroad right of total of ,212 rail miles, made 191 how wintered. The sixty foot work- 
ingmen’s sleeper, the former whale 
car, was sold to Clyde Beatty during 
The HERTZBERG CIRCUS COLLECTION the winter of 1945-46 as at that time 
Beatty had taken over the Russell 
of the show, had junked two sleepers and 
replaced them with two flats. The 
San Antonio Public Library whale car was converted into a flat 
and lasted for two seasons on the 
Beatty show until junked. The stock 
car stayed with the Dailey show until 
for recent acquisitions through it folded and is still in use on the 
Royal American Show. The two bulls 
also wound up in the Dailey herd 
My thanks for all their valuable 
Mrs. George K. Keller help to Joe Bradbury, Bill Woodcock, 
Don Marcks, Leonard Farley,- Troy 
and Scruggs, Tom and Bob Parkinson and 
particularly Leland Antes for without 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Aronson their help this article would be far 


from complete. 


Wishes to express its appreciation 


courtesy of 
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AUSTIN BROS. CIRCUS Clinton, Towa 


Burlington, Iowa 
SEASON OF 1945 9 — Hannibal, Missouri 
Galesburg, Illinois 
Moline, Mlinois 
3 1s exas 2— Camanche, Iowa 
ar) 20 Ae ee 3 — Dixon, Illinois 
Apr. Sunday Enroute ie > os 
are a Bloomington, Ilinois 
Groes R Kankakee, Illinois 
Marlin, Texas Danville, Illinois 
vasota, Texas Champaign, Illinois 
Conroe, Texas Springfield, Ilinois 
Sun¢ nroute Matoon. Mlinois 
Huntsville, Texas Sunday Enroute 
Crockett, Texas Vincennes, Indiana 
Palestine, Texas Paris, Ilinois 
Jacksonville, Texas ferre Haute, Indiana 
Lufkin, Texa Frankfort, Indiana 
Nacogdoches, Texas Columbus, Indiana 
nday Enroute New Albany, Indiana 
Athens, Tex Sunday Enroute 
Giimer, Texas 3 Wenner, Remy, Aut Powell shen hore repelling wemer 20 
She nen “Texas Corbin, Kentucky seat plant wagon in Austin quarters. Photo 


Denison, Texas 2— Middlesboro, Kentucky by George Hubler 
Ada, Oklahoma Morristown, Tennessee 


Sunday Enroute Johnson City 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma 5 — Sunday Enroute 

Claremore, Oklaho § — Cleveland, Tennessee 

Sapulpa, Oklahoma Rome, Georgia 

Holdenville, Oklahoma Cedartown, Georgia ~~ 
McAlester, Oklahoma Newnan 

Chickasha, Oklahoma Griffin, G 

Sunday Enroute Ft. Valley 


a 
Lawton, Oklahorr nday . ' 
Lawtc Oklaho 3 i 
Clinton, Oklahoma 7eorg ‘ o 
Elk City, Oklahoma 5 , : “ > 


El Reno, Oklahc 5 — Dothan 
Kingfisher, Ok Bainbridge, Georgia 
Sunda Enroute & Valdosta seorgia 
Enid, Oklahoma Sunday E 
Blackwell, Oklahoma 2 Waycross, C 
Arkansas City, Kansas Douglas, Geor 
Fredonia, } as Fitzgerald, C 
Columbus, Ka 3— Adel, Georg 
Vinita, Oklahoma Tifton. ¢ 2 
M Oklahoma Cordele, Georgia 
Oklahoma Sunday Enroute 
on. cae The roof was extended on number 21 side 
s Miledgeville, Georgia f babl 
Lamar, Missouri 2 Augusta, Georgia shows canvas and pole wagon, probably 
Aurora, Missouri 30 — Columbia, South Carolina done enroute. Photo by Bob Parkinson. 
Bolivar, Missouri 31 — Greenwood, South Carolina 
Sunday Enroute nville, South Carolina Corinth, ippi 
Clinton, Missouri 2 5 ay Enroute Sunday Enroute 
Harrisonville, Missouri 3 — Spartanburg, South Carolina 8 t Point, Mi 
Nebraska City, Nebraska 4 — Laurens. ith Carolina 
Shenandoah, Iowa 5 — Anderson, South Carolina Indianola, Mississippi 
Creston, Iowa Seneca, South Carolina Greenwood, Mississippi 
Chariton, Iowa Toccoa, Georgia 2— Water Valley, Mississippi 
Sunday route § Buford, Georgia Grenada, Mississippi 
Maryville, Missouri 9 r snroute 4— Sunday Enroute 
St. Joseph, Missouri Alabama Holly Springs, Mississippi 
St. Joseph, Missouri Opelika, Alabama 6 — New Albany, Mississippi 
Chillicothe. Missouri 2— Montgomery, Alabama Tupelo, Mississippi 
Brookfield, Missouri 3 Montgomery, Alabama Aberdeen, Mississippi 
Macon, Missouri LaGrange, Georgia 9 — Starkville, Mississippi 
Sunday Enroute Roanoke, Alabama 20 — Lexington, Mississippi 
Quincy, Illinois 16 — Sunday Enroute ‘unday Enroute 
Kirksville, Missouri 17 — Talla Alabama Canton, Mississippi 
Centerville, Iowa : 3 labar Tallulah, Louisiana 
Ft. Madison, Iowa 9— Calera, Alabama Lake Providence, Louisiana 
Monmouth, I 20 — Greenville, Alabama McGehee, Arkansas 
McComb, Illinois Andalusa, Alabama Monticello, Arkansas 
Sunday Enroute Brewton, Alabama Crossett, Arkansas 
Jacksonville, Illinois Sunday Enroute Sunday Enrout 
Canton, Illinois elma, Alabama Bastrop, Louisiana 
Princeton, Illinoi reensboro, Alabama Camden, Arkansas 
Mendota, Illinois Meridian, Mississippi Arkadelphia. Arkansas 
Illinoi Tuscaloo: Alabama El Dorado, Arkansas 
ina, Illinois Anniston, Alabama 2— Ruston, Louisiana 
iday Enroute Aneonta, Alabama 3— Winfield, Louisiana 
Red Wing, Minnesota Sunday Enroute nday Enroute 
Winona, Minnesota Cullman, Alabama nice, Louisiana 
Rochester, Minnesota 2— Franklin, Tennessee Crowlk Louisiana 
Marshall, Minnesota 3 Decatur, Alabama Opelousas, Louisiana 
New Ulm, Minnesota Huntsville, Alabama 8 — New Iberia, Louisiang 
Willmar, Minnesota 5 Tuscumbia, Alabama Franklin, Louisiana 
Sunday Enroute 
— Little Minnesota 
Detroit L Minnesota 
TKO, h Dakota 


North Dakota FAMOUS COLE 3 RING CIRCUS 


ar, Minnesota P 
Watertown, South Dakota Record and Official Route for 1961 


Sunday te Fully Illustrated — $1.25 Postpaid 


Sioux Falls, South Dakota fits 
Cherokee, Iowa R. T. “Bob” Bullock 
Webster City, Iowa 


Waterloo, Iowa P.O. BOX 72 HUGO, OKLAHOMA 
Dubuque, Iowa 


~ 
4 


ae 


red. 


issippi 
na, Mississippi 
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UNDER THE MARQUEE 


By Tom Parkinson 





Obert Miller is framing a new cir- Fort Campbell, Ky., February 10-11 
cus for the coming season. The and Little Rock, Ark., February 16- 
founder and former general manager 17, Chicago follows 
of the Kelly-Miller circus has thought While some material for the Hoxie- 
about retiring, but is all for trouping Bardex show calls it Hoxie Bros. & 
instead. He was with K-M last sea- Bardex Bros, Combined Circus, at 
son after having given some thought least one piece, a promotion brochure 
to this new show a year ago. He for potential sponsors, drops one 
built a new ring barn then. Now the Bros.” and minimizes the other. The 
new circus is taking shape. It is title is easier to cope with as Hoxie- 
likely to have one elephant, six 3ardex. The partners have brought 
ponies, a 60-foot tent, and a very the Hoxie equipment from Miami and 
small number of trucks. The show is the 3ardex med show stuff from 
being built at Hugo, Okla., quarters Texas to combine it at Sarasota. They 

Polack Bros. Circus will be in have bought the hippo which Norman 
Flint, Michigan, January 14-20. It (Luke) Anderson owned 
plays Hammond, Ind., January 24- Walter Stebbins returns as press 
28; Fort Wayne, Ind., February 2-4; agent for Polack Bros The Sher- 





John Clark’s Lithographs 
REMWALLACE SHOWS S22! 


AMERICAS MOST PHENOMENAL BADE-8. 
ACKNOWLEDGED CHAMPION. “HE ( 
TO THE ARENIC HEROES OF THE LAST GENERATION WH 


1898 








man Brothers, clowns, reportedly are 
out of the Polack line-up... W. A 
(Waxie) Dyke, harness maker for 
Ringling and others in years past, 
now is at Box 133, Kississimmi, Fla 
Norman Carroll, press chief for 
Ringling-Barnum, has been working 
on a “Jumbo” deal Show rumors 
have it that Bubba Voss may have 
the Sells & Gray band and that 
Raymond Escorsia will be with Wal- 
lace Bros The new Cristiani wild 
west show is reported still in the 
works The Woodcock Elephants 
played some time with the tiny Reu- 
ben Ray Circus in South Texas. Col. 
Bill Woodcock reports his bulls aren’t 
definitely committed for next season. 
3ut he will be with Kelly-Miller, 
where he and Henry and Sandra 
Thompson will have the side show 
Bill also will announce the big show 
Whitely Black is the new mechanic 
on K-M, and his wife, Gladys, has 
the offic 
William Timmerman, 18531 Ash- 
worth Avenue N., Seattle 33, Wash., 
is back in the U.S. with his family 
after ten years in the Orient with 
the Kalama Three-Ring Circus in 
India. They are working to get situ- 
ated in U.S. show business again, 
with their cycling, sharp-shooting, 
wire-walking, clowning and other 
circus acts 
Timmerman tells that India has 
about 150 small circuses and ten large 
one Among them are Kamala, the 
Great Rayman Circus, Gemini Circus, 
Great Oriental Circus, and the Royal 
Circus. His daughter, Joan, is a col- 
lector of circus material and has a 
number of items from circuses of 
India 
Harry Shell completed last season 
as trumpeter with Hunt Bros. Circus 
and now is doing some calliope work 
George W. (Slim) Lewis, author 
of two circus books and former circus 
elephant handler, is a new father 
A son, David, was born this fall 
George Taylor, circus builder, is with 
the Jumbo Cartage Co., in New York 
Spotted girl is feeling 
her serious illness of a 
is wintering at Chic 
season at Riverview Park 
Joe DeLeon, armless boy, was with 
Sam Alexander in Montreal’s Bel- 
mont Park Sealo, who was with 
Pete Cortez last season, is at Hubert’s 
Museum, New York, for the winter 
Art Concello apparently is close to 
the work on MGM’s movie, “Jumbo,” 
and some seven weeks of shooting the 
film reportedly is to be done at the 
tingling-Barnum winter quarters at 
Venice, Fla 
New Address: Tom Parkinson, 807 
S. Victor St., Champaign, Illinois 
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New Wagons Arrive In Baraboo 


The Circus World Museum has 
acquired on a loan basis three 
derful wagons. The wagons are those 
owned by the Block & Kuhl store in 
Peoria, Illinois, The Lion and Mirror 
Asia and France 

The wagons will be on loan for use 
at the museum, with the understand- 
ing that the museum will return them 
to Peoria for the 
Christmas parade 

The transaction has 
discussion for nearly 
Illinois store 
from the Cole 
ago 


won- 


store’s annual 
been under 
two years. The 
acquired the wagons 
show about 18 years 
The wagons were retrieved from 
the Bradley Farm, near Rochester, 
Indiana. Block & Kuhl carried out a 
restoration program that placed them 
in first class condition. The store has 
continued to keep them in tip top 


for their use in the annual 


he description of the 
The and Mirror wagon was 
built around 1878 for the Adam Fore- 
paugh Shows. It is without question 
one of the most heavily 
most magnificent parade wagons ever 
seen on the streets of America 
The carved relief of and 
scrolls extended eight inches from the 
This woodcarving 
Italian 


wagons 
Lion 


carved and 


figures 
side of the wagon 
was done by the masters of 
the day 

This gigantic 
record of ownership. The 
Bailey Circus 
Forepaugh show 
acquired it in 
their number one 
1920, when the 
3arnum & Bailey 
up the parade, thi 
into retirement. Some 
Christy Bros. Circus 
and finally it ended up on the Cole 
Bros. Circus in the 1930's 
Originally this wagon wa 
“St. George the Dragon,” 
mounted on top of it we a 
done in life size 
charger, 
writhing 
as on a 


wagon has a proud 
3arnum & 
acquired it from the 
The Ringling 


1892 


Bros 
and used it as 
bandwagon. In 
Ringling Bros. and 
Combined Shows 
wagon went 
later 


purchased it, 


gave 
years 


called 
because 
nuge 
allegorical 
of St 
spear in hand 
dragon. The entire 
platform that wa 

lass into the body of the 


carving 
George on a white 
killing a 
carving 
lowered by wind- 
wagon after 
Somewhere along the line 
time the Ringling: 
carvings were re- 
built on the 
used 


the parade 
just prior to the 
acquired it, these 
moved and seats were 
top of the 
as a bandwagon 

The cavernous 
came the 
paraphernalia 


wagon, and it was 


then be- 
circus 


interior 


storage place for 
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The wagon is 21 feet long, 10 feet 
high, and 7 feet wide 

The Asia wagon is one of a, ies 
of four wagons built in 1903 by James 
A. Bailey, of the Barnum & Bailey 
Greatest Show on Earth, to be used 
for his triumphant, homecoming after 
five years in Europe 

Bailey designed and built the most 
elaborate parade wagons in that year 
to put on a big splash for his circus 
Four of this series were the America, 
Asia, Africa, and Europe. The Africa 
and Europe wagons been de- 
stroyed. The Ameri 
the Circus World 


have 
wagon is at 
Museum, and the 


Asia wagon is among those in this 
group coming from Peoria. 

Originally, it had a huge allegor- 
ical woodearving on a platform. In 
later years this was removed and the 
sides were built up and the wagon 
transformed into a baggage wagon. 

This wagon has been on the Cole 
Bros. Circus, Christy Bros. Circus, 
and the Barnum & Bailey Circus. 

The wagon is 18 feet long, 12 feet 
high, and 8 feet long 

The France wagon is 18 feet long, 
10 feet high and 6 feet wide. It is 
fully described in Joe Bradbury’s 


article in this issue 








A.M. Cauble’s Wagon Show 


by Homer C. Walton 


This is the story about Albert Mon- 
roe Cauble and his wagon shows. Mr 
Cauble spent many years on the road 
with wagon shows and was one of 
the last owners and managers of this 
type show 

Albert Cauble was born in Johnson 
County, Texas, on September 24, 1882 
He said when he was young he would 
lie, steal, chase women and was lazy 
as h - - - and he jokingly added, 
“Everybody said I would make a good 
showman.” 

His mother died when he was 11 
years old and he was left on a farm 
his father rented out. The father took 
Albert’s younger brother, Robert and 
left Albert with “Some nice people,” 
friends of his father 

When the Fourth of July rolled 
around they gave him 25c to go toa 
community picnic. That ended his 
farming days as he joined Colorado 
Charley’s Wild West and Hoochy- 
Koochy Show at Glen Rose, Texas, 
on that July’ Fourth. Charley a 
rope spinner and rifle shot and did a 
knife throwing act. He had three 
kooch dancers and his wife sold 
tickets. Cauble was a flunky on duty 
when needed 24 hours a day, but he 
said it beat farming. 

Cauble did not stay with Charley 
very long and that Winter he was 
with Smith and Casey Medicine Show 
He almost froze to death on a wagon 
picking a banjo on a farmer’s square 
on a “First Monday} horse trader’s 
day.” 

For the next few years 
dered from pillar to post 
and had his ups and 
downs (mostly downs)” 
and was with several of 
the wagon shows of that 
period, including M. L 
Clark, Mighty Haag, Mol- 
lie Bailey and the Hobson 
Show. 

The fiirst show Mr 
Cauble had an interest in 
(except a working inter- 
est), was Cauble’s Comedy 
Show. He started walk- 
ing from schoolhouse to 
schoolhouse with his banjo 
on his back giving little 
entertainments. His equip- 
ment consisted of his 
banjo, make-up kit, a 
few small items for his 
slight-of-hand tricks, a 
thin curtain to hang 
across the schoolhouse for 
front curtain and his knee 


he “Wan- 
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figure “Tommy” for his ventriloquist 
act. All this he transported on his 
back 


He remembers his brother-in-law 
having a merry-go-round pulled by 
a mule and he talked him into adding 
a show to his venture. About this 
time he met Tol Teeter and they were 
partners in various ventures at differ- 
ent times over a years 
Cauble said he could fill a book about 
their experiences together 


period of 


He tells of the time Tol Teeter and 
himself were walking from one berg 
to another, carrying their equipment 
on their They hall 
It had no seats, so 
they nail kegs and 
2x8 lumber for After the show 
they pitched the boards out the win- 
One of them hit a big barrel of 
turpentine causing it to burst. They 
had three dollars that night which 
was their bankroll. They took off 
down the railroad tracks to the next 
berg. On the way they had a nap 
railroad bridge and were in 
next morning 
that night 


backs secured 
over a drugstore. 
borrowed some 


seats 


dow 


under a 
town early 


for the 


arranging 
show 


Soon a man walked up to them and 
said he was the constable and he had 
a phone call from the druggist want- 
ing pay for the turpentine. They 
showed him their roll and he said that 
was not enough. He wanted to know 
why they had left the other town 
during the night. Mr. Cauble said he 


! 


TAUBLES tn 


Cauble’s Show early in 1900's. A. M. Cauble on right with 
bear. His younger brother, Robert, on left, and his adopted son 
with Banjo, and adopted daughter on “pick-out pony.” 


would never forget what “Unforget- 
table” Tol Teeter told the constable, 
“Oh, we always take the first railroad 
track out of town.” 


Cauble then able to buy a 
hore and buggy, then another horse 
and a gypsy hack. He was then fixed 
for sleeping and cooking quarters. In 
the early 1900’s the show was titled 
simply, Cauble’s Show. In the latter 
part of 1907 he added a bear, mon- 
keys, dogs and a “Pick-out” pony. 


was 


About this time some of the 
formers on the show were Tommy 
Hughes, Willie Clark and the Elder's 
Family, who were also musicians and 
an adopted daughter of Cauble’s, 
Minnie Malone. She raised on 
the show and later married Bob 
Malone of Malone Bros. Wild West 
Show, one of the first wild west side- 
shows to travel with a She 
made an all-round circus performer 
and her last season on the road wa 
with Hagenbeck-Wallace known as 
Lady Sylvester, 


per- 


was 


circus 


trapeze 


Many. old timers will remember 
the names Cauble’s Combined Shows, 
Monroe's Mighty and Buffalo Tom’s 
Wild West and Monroe Bros. With 
these shows Albert traveled all over 
the South and Mid-west 


He recalls that they used to take 
the show up Arkansas creek beds for 
four or or as far as we 
could go” moving on be- 
would set up 
hundreds of 
backwoods- 


miles 
when 
they 
Soon 
and 


five 
and 
came impossible 
camp. 
farmers 
men from miles around 
would make their way to 
the creek 
came with excitement and 
festivity ready for the 
bright spot of the 
chance to 
ble’ Circus 
West show 
In 1910 Cauble decided 
it was time to add an ele- 
phant to his menagerie 
At this time the show was 
titled Cauble’s Combined 
Shows. He had little (very 
little) money but a raft of 
wagons and horses and a 
good tent, but wanted to 
buy some small 
He didn’t know why but 
William P. Hall of Lan- 
easter, Mo., took an in- 
terest in him. He came 


banks. They 


year 
Cau- 
Wild 


view 
and 


animals 
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away from the Hall Farm with a lot 
of stuff including a baby elephant, 
which he named “Baby Bill” (for 
3ill1 Hall). The punk was so small 
that he could lift either end of him, 
weight was less than 300 pounds. He 
told Hall he was unable to buy so 
much. Hall told him, “take it along 
and pay for it when you can or ship 
it back.” 

Albert Cauble had not owned Baby 
Bill very long until he decided he 
was “White elephant” on a small 
show. He was very much disappointed 
with him as he was no drawing card, 
whatever. He said the 
real tears and when petted he would 
huddle up to him like a child. He fed 
him malted milk and he ate his first 
hay while Albert owned him 

Shortly after he got Baby 
they Illinois, it 
cold and 
barges and shipped the show 
the Tennessee River 
Chattanooga. They 
many stands until one cold 
3ill began crying and 
Something had to be 
rented an old 
built over 


baby cried 


Bill and 
were in became too 
to show he chartered some 
1y up 
and landed near 
had not made 
morning 
shivering 

Albert 
that 
hung a lot 
of old mantel oil under the 
floor of the smokehouse and stood 
3ill over them. Finally he got warmed 
up and quit They padded a 
wagon inside and out and set a lot 
of lamps in it and moved Bill to 
Tupelo, Mississippi, for a trip to 
Lancaster, Missouri 

Mr. Cauble said Bill was a “Spoiled 
Brat,” would not let anyone 
feed or him except one 
roughneck and 
happy when one of 
but if they walked would 
earry on hing a ul. He ent 
Hall what Bill 
was and he sent word 
Baby Bill and_ he 
bull in the 


done 
smokehouse 
They 


lamps 


a cellar 


crying 


and he 
care for 
himself. Bill was 
them was near, 
some 


word about trouble 
giving him 
return 


him 


back to 

would let 

barn. 
When they arrived in Tupelo they 


have any 


gave the railroad company a lot of 
grief. Cauble wanted heated 
portation f Bill and th 
three time t elephants, 
crated or uncrated. As it was against 
the law for anyone to ride in the 
baggage car, they would not allow 
Albert to ride with “his They 


decided to crate could 


trans- 
rates were 


class for 


baby.” 
him as they 
not furnish a heated car for anything 
less than 300 pounds. Albert to 

them Baby Bill would not li 

through the night a y from him, 
so they well knock Bill in 
the head and give him four thousand 
dollars. They kept them waiting eight 
hours wiring the big shots of the 
road, but finally they loaded Bill and 
Cauble into the baggage car. He 


might as 
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loaded milk, cheese and cracke for 
food, hay and blankets for bedding, 
and soon they were on their way and 
sound asleep 

They had to change at St. Louis 
and Cauble wired his friend, J. H. 
Bayer, Superintendent of the Ter- 
minal Railroad at St. Louis, who met 
them and helped make the switch 
Bayer had several two car dramatic 
road at that time and 
good friend of his. Somehow 
on the way up Bill frisked Cauble’s 
pocket and got a cashier’s check out 
of it. Bill either ate it or destroyed 
it while Albert was asleep. He told 
Bayer about this and he had a big 
lau and told a about it 
and they had a story in the 
paper. He was a long time 
his money on it 

He said he would never forget his 
arrival in Lancaster. “It was eleven 
o'clock at night and cold as the devil, 
so you can imagine my surprise to 
see W. P. Hall himself at the station 
He had his car and driver there and 
to turn Bill over to the 
boys and get into his car. It was hard 
for me to turn it down but I per- 
suaded him to let me stay with the 
baby until I had bedded him 
in a warm comfortable place. He 
handed me a quart of Yellow Stone 
liquor and said he would see me 
next morning.” 

Hall had his barn built three 
high with a basement. The top floor 
was for tents, second for wagons, 
first for horses, and the basement was 
for elephants and other animals. It 
was the winter 
backs, elephants 
fed them and 
dollars to patch 
the animals 


shows on the 
was a 


reporter 
news- 
getting 


ordered me 


jown 


stories 


quarters for 
and bull 
paid the 


razor- 
men. He 
few 
after 
equip- 


men a 
look 


show 


canvas, 
and repair 
ment 
When they arrived at the barn 
Albert more elephants than he 
thought were in the world. They were 
chained on each barn, 
which left a big down the 
center and they wanted Baby Bill at 


the extreme where it 


saw 


side of the 
space 
back end was 
warmer 
Albert 


front 


said when they 


door 


in the 
barn 


went 
‘Every bull in the 
over the You talk 
being scared, I was 
hold than Baby Bill. I 
later that the boys 
They were 
break 


had a baby 
about a _ boy 
harder to 

und out were 
afraid one of 
loose. The noise 
was deafening and it went on all 
night. Baby Bill refused his breakfast 
next morning until I showed up. The 
boys had failed to warm his milk. He 
cried when I left and to tell the truth 
I cried myself.” 

Mr. Cauble said he heard that this 
“Baby Bill” v a pit show attraction 


scared, too. 


tl 
them 


would 


= 


Albert 
1910. 


on Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus the 
next and it is also said that 
he later became the outlaw elephant 
“Billy Sunday.” 

That winter while the show was 
in Mississippi Mr. Cauble became ill 
with “chills) and fever” and was 
about to give up. He said he was tr} 
what to do when a 
looking guy on the lot that 
had been north that Summer and 
was cussing the d - - - Yankees. 
Cauble found out he had his dis- 
charge from the Confederate Army 
and had been on Aunt Mollie Bailey’s 
Show. Albert had heard that Mollie 
Bailey (being in the Confederate 
Army herself) did not have to pay a 
license to show in the south. He made 
with the old chap to 
sole owner of “Capi 
Great Southern Shows.” His brother, 
John, and Robert Hall, who played 
the part of Buffalo Tom in the wild 
west unit of the show, persuaded 
Albert to return to his winter quar- 
ters and let them run the Lee Show 
that winter 

That was a happy set-up. “Capt 
Lee” had a lot of fun sitting under 
the marquee shaking hands with the 
numerous G.A.R that visited 
and telling his war experiences. Hall 
and brother, John, did very well, too. 
Albert later told that they stretched 
across the ticket wagon and 
night they the money 
up and all that hung on the wire be- 
longed to Albert. He said he 
one night a ten dollar bill hung on 
the wire and they decided that was 
not fair. They said it should be the 
best two out of three and tried again 
He said he did not know how true 


Cauble with “Baby Bill” in 


season 


ing to decide 


tampy 


a proposition 


act 2 Lee’s 


guys 


a wire 


every tossed 


heard 
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A. M. Cauble beside Tommy, taken in 
1912. 


that was but he did know he did not 
get any money 

Albert spent the winter training 
dogs, ponies and monkeys. When time 
came to open in the spring of 1911 
he owed Wm. P. Hall for some ani- 
mals and other equipment and left 
it up to Hall to send him the largest 
elephant he had that was gentle. He 

d “you could of knocked me over 
with a straw when I got a telegram 
asking me if I wanted him to pay the 
transportation. He must of known 
more about me than I knew myself, 
because I had a big season and had 
him paid before the season was half 
over.” 

Hall him what Albert called 
“the best elephant that ever lived.” 
This was a big male tusker named 
“Tommy.” “Tommy” went to the Hall 
Farm from the John Robinson Show 
when they played close to Lancaster 
about 1910. John G. Robinson traded 
a couple of bulls (including Tommy), 
several wagons, etc., to Hall for some 
baggage stock. The bulls were moved 
overland from the Robinson point of 
exhibition to Lancaster. 

Cauble said Bill Hall had advised 
him to forget about actors and cat 
animals but he said he always had a 
few. He had monk birds, 
snakes, bears, a sacred cow and a 
large camel named “Alec” which 
walked from town to town with the 
big bull, Tommy. 

Some of the performers that he 
remembers were the Jack Cava- 
naughs, The Ed Gleens for several 
seasons. The Manwell Penas, Mexican 
team, who were really clever, traps, 
roman rings and a good tumbling act 
Also a good Spanish dance in the con- 
cert 

Albert Cauble said he decided to 
sell his show in 1915 and R. L. Atter- 


sent 


also 
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about it and the results 
were, he sold the show to Atterbury 
“on the cuff” and shipped it to his 
Winter Quarters at Mt. Vernon, Ind 
Tommy remained with the Atterbury 
Show until 1919 when he got a rusty 
nail in his foot and died from tetanus 

For the next few years Mr. Cauble 
tried his hand in several ventures and 
finally got mixed up in the oil busi- 
ness in Texas. At one time he had six 
units of motion picture shows under 
road. During these 
ined with his 


bury heard 


canvas on the 
years his thought rem 
“First Love,” the circus 
He said Atterbury’s health got bad 
wrote, telephoned or wired him 
and run 
Atterbury; 
back if he 


and he 
come 
told 


show 


almost every day to 
the show. He finally 
he would buy the 
would sell it to him as he had sold 
it “on the cuff.” He said he agreed 
to this and Cauble got the 
bunch of run-down show junk on 
earth. Atterbury did leave the “Hold- 
backs” in the ticket wagon. At this 
time, August, 1924, everybody stayed 
on the they wanted to go 
South for the winter. 
He said he believes 

two wagon show records 
First Atterbury made the 
run for a period of two years. He said 
he spent a lot on repairs as every- 
thing but the elephant broken 
down. He paid everything off and had 
a clear bill-of-sale in four weeks. He 
also had exchanged most of the bur- 
rows and blind mules for better stock 
He also broke 


worst 


show as 


broke 
year. 


they 
that 
notes to 


was 


all speed records for 
a wagon show. They kept ahead of 
the cold weather to the Gulf of 
Mexico and made 55 miles in one day 
and showed that night 

Mr. Cauble said that was his first 
experience with the notorious ele- 
phant “Black Diamond.” “On that 
treak we did not give him time to 
get into trouble. He walked his feet 
and we had to make a pair of 
boots for him. I felt sorry for the 
poor devil, but there was 
we could do. The show had to go on 
and he was our main drawing card.” 

When Cauble bought the show he 
fell heir to an old guy. called “Old 
Ben.” He was the only one except 
Bill Woodcock, the bull man, who 
could go near Diamond, and try as 
he might, he could not get rid of Ben 

This old man’s name was Ben 
Sweet, but most people on the show 
called him Ben Reed. Capt. Benjamin 
Reed had been with the Atterbury 
Shows for years and had handled 
“Tommy” on the show and had 
walked him over the roads and 
worked him in the ring and handled 
Black Diamond when he first went 
on the show in 1920 after the death 
of Tommy. By 1924 Ben older 


sore 


nothing 


was 


and not as active as he once was. It 

as not safe for him to be around a 
bull as vicious as Black Diamond 
3ill Woodcock was handling Diamond 
at that time. Diamond finally killed 
Old Ben at Olton, Texas, Winter of 
1925-26. (See the story of Black 
Diamond in May-June, 1959, issue of 
Bandwagon) 

Bill Woodcock said Atterbury did 
not have a side show and he helped 
Cauble rig up one using only a side- 
wall, no banners. Bill made the open- 
ings on this. He also did magic in con- 
cert. Also on the show were two per- 
formers named Ralph Christy and 
Delmar Harridge and clowns named 
Earl Davis, Billy Mack and Shorty 
Losch 

During the balance of the 1924 
ible did not change the 
wagons but in 192 
the show was titled Monroe Bros 
Besides the bull, Diamond, the show 
had two cages of animals, one an old 
Walter L. Main cage with male and 
female lions and another cage with 
and monkeys. A former wagon 
show operator, Charlie Alderfer 
(Great Alderfer Shows) was 
canvasman and had a pit 
Claude and Pauline Webb, later 
operators of Russell Bros. Circus, 
were with it with a good side show 
containing big snakes, family of ba- 
boons, monkeys, etc. Three of the 
performers on Monroe Bros. were Ed 
and Alice Glenn and Mike Midget 
The big top from Atterbury Show was 
a 60 with two 30’s 

In 1926 Cauble decided to sell his 
and go into motion picture 
business. He said “Due to laws regu- 
lating tent shows which I have been 
told have been brought about by a 
strong lobby in Washington, D.C., by 
the movie picture interests of that 
time which wanted to circus 
competition.” 

The show then passed on to Wil- 
son Fulbright, a nephew of Albert 
Cauble who had the show for a short 
time under the title of Wilson’s 
Greater Shows and from there Black 
Diamond went to the Barnes Show 

After he sold the circus he started 
booking vaudeville acts and other 
types of entertainment. He contacted 
Tol Teeter again and together they 
built several theaters in the South 
West. 

He said “Fate has dealt the circus 
a terrible blow, but I still say there 
will always be a circus, it’s an 
American Institution and I am proud 
I put the best years of my life into it.” 

I am thankful to Mr. Cauble and 
Wm. Woodcock for much of the in- 
formation. 

Editor’s Note: Mr. Cauble 
a member of the C.H.S. 


season 


lettering on the 


bear 


boss 


show 


circus 


stop 
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Bobby Fountain’s Two Car Show 


Bobby Fountain’s two car show was 
well known in its Western territory 
between 1907 and middle of the teen 
years. It had many friends in the min- 
ing camps and frontier towns. 

If the railroad didn’t 
town the show wanted to 
equipment was moved 
that spot 

The show was a typical small-town 
outfit, making a big splash in a small 
puddle. On the program were typical 
one ring attractions with a clown to 
amuse the audience and acts that not 
only doubled but tripled or even put 
on four acts, help put it up, tear down 
and made themselves generally use- 
ful 

An unusual individual was this 
Bobby Fountain. An announced free 
act drew people to the ground. He 
excelled by few on the bally 
stand. With his persuading stories he 
turned the trick into the sideshow 
and had the crowds clamoring to get 
into the big show 

He had a habit of getting lost so 
his whereabouts were not 
readers of the amusement 
well as his competitors 


reach the 
play the 
overland to 


was 


known to 
papers as 
Occasionally 


George Emerson 


working 


JUMBO 


Frank Whitbeck 
C.H.S. No. 716 





Best Wishes 


Slivers Madison and 


Sidney — Anna Mae — Hattie 
in M-G-M Spectacular 


by Bob Taber 


the show town the bigger 
circuses stopped in. One of these was 
Colorado Springs, July 31, 1907 

The title in 1909 w 30bby Foun- 
tain’s Railroad show. A route I have 
May 12 it was at Ala- 
remaining in that 
state and New Mexico until June 12 
That date Green River, Utah 
The show then made Utah, Wyoming, 
Chadron, Nebraska, before going into 
South Dakota. It then returned to 
Nebraska followed by Kansas and 
Missouri spots. On October 7 the show 
was at Colter, Arkansas 

It must have played almost every 
signal-flag railroad spot in the state 


made a 


discloses that 
mosa, Colorado, 


was 


before it closed at Eldorado December 
8. The shows it was out 33 
weeks, traveling 9,879 miles 

The opening date in 1910 was at 
Clinton, Ark., April 15. Back into its 
old territory the route shows it went 
That season it went into Texas at 
Jacksonville, October 24, closing at 
Livingston, Texas, December 14 

Western had treated the 
well previously so in 1911 it 
made a quick trip from the opening 
at Fairview, Oklahoma, April 17 


route 


territory 
show 


Pendleton, Oregon, was played July 
7; Blackfoot, Idaho, on the 17th; 
Bowery, Minnesota, August 16; 
3righton, Iowa, September 7; Berry- 
ville, Arkansas, September 25 


After disposing of his own show we 
find Bobby Fountain on the Great Al 
G. Barnes Wild Animal show as man- 
ager of the 


side show 


this showman, his 
tactics and some of the gross receipts 
of the side show have gone down in 
history 


The memory of 


He went to the Big Lot literally 
with his boots on and sawdust in his 
hair. I happenings of a 
Saturday morning in November, 1920 
The Barnes circus train had just ar- 
rived in the railroad yards at San 
Bernardino, California, after a_ big 
jump from El Centro. On a stretcher 
some of the employee: 


recall the 


removed from 
the train the fever-stricken body of 
the great Bobby Fountain, He 
literally great because he 
man in stature 


was 
was a big 


Word came to the lot a few 
later that he 
bugle call. He 


hours 
had answered the last 
was dead 
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Fourteen Colored Post Cards 


One 8x10 glossy photo made from original Bennett 
wet plate negative of 
The Chariot of Imileon in 1868 


Bailey and Cos 


H. H. BENNETT STUDIO 


Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin 


Ask for Circus World Museum Package 


—$5.95 


Plus 


street parade at Kilbourn City, Wis 


Postage Paid 
Write to 


Box 145 








The BANDWAGON 





INFORMATION FROM HALL OF FAME AWARDS MADE of Fame. Nominations are reviewed 
? been each year by a National Awards Com- 
Fame mittee that elects a certain few 


OLD BILLBOARD FILES Four 

The greatest combined circus per- 
formances in history were when the 
united engagements of Barnum & 
3ailey and Adam Forepaugh Shows, 
were in Madison Square Gardens, 
N.Y., and in Philadelphia, Pa., in 
1877. There were 60 bulls in the bull 
line 

Forepaugh-Sells night parade in 
Philadelphia, 
one of the finest and grandest event 
seen in that city in many years 

Barnum once said “The Clowns 
are pegs on which to hang the 
circus. 

J. C. Stoddard built the first steam Unusual 
calliope in 1855 in Worchester, Mass. 4nd 
First one to use one was the Wor- in 1903 


elected to the 


as the 


The longest continuous circus tour To be 


was made in 1880-81 by the W. W. Circus Hall 


Cole Circus. Covering Australia, New sonality 


Zealand, South Sea Islands and 2 retired from 
trips across the continent, making the circus 


305 stands in 431 days, travelling Anyone 


Circus Hall of 
The four elected from nominations this public recognition. Members of 
the National Awards Committee are 
presented the business and professional people who 
America, as 4S circus fans have made a study of 
His pre- the circus and who qualify as circus 
sentation was in Philadelphia in 1785. _ historians 

James Robinson, equestrian, known Current members of the 
bareback Hall of Fame National Awards Com- 


made by the 
Thomas Pool, 
first complete 


general public 


we would recognize it today 


ss 4: ‘ was Tider, born in Boston in 1835, v 
April 16th, 1904 a system of bareback (CELS 
riding without pad or saddle. 

Lucia Zora, animal trainer, billed as issue you received a copy 

world.” nominations form for the “Circus 
with her Hall of Fame Awards.” 


originator 


“the bravest 
She astounded 


retired in 1917 
1898-1959, a 


and 
cester & Nashua R.R. in 1856. Kemp Mickey 
& Nixon Circus was the first show native of 
to use one in 1858 one of the 

Campbell Bros. Shows opened at in the circus 
Fairbury, Neb., April 28th, 1906, and and unusual ability 
closed at Mansfield, La, November made him 
23rd. Covering 16,300 miles: it wa is remembered 
a 27 car outfit Teller Cl 


of children. He 
“Story 


4 minimum of 5 years. 


s the mittee include ten members 


In the mailing envelope of 


elephant 


began 


1961 OFFICIAL ROUTE 
Wisconsin, gained fame as KING BROS. CIRCUS 
best “clean dressed clowns” 
unique 


teller 


Every showman will want 


to the copy. Postpaid, $1.00. 


per- 


> deceased or 


participation in KING BROS. CIRCUS 


Box 814, Macon, Georgia 


circus people 


44,172 miles— with 56 days at sea for a niche of honor in the Circus Hall 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


This is to inform all concerned that we 
can still furnish most of the items on our 
list, but our address has been changed 
from 622 LaMarido St., Pittsburgh 26, 
Penna., to the address below. 


“GLOBE” Model Wagons and Cages 
Model Draft Horses 
Factual Circus Books 
Circus Litho Reproductions 
Miscellaneous Circus Items 


Send for free listing 


BETTY SCHMIDT 
485 Sleepy Hollow Road 
PITTSBURGH 34, PENNA. 
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Circus Historical Society 


1962 Convention 
Peru, Indiana 
August 9-10-11 

Make your plans early to 
attend this convention! Ac- 
comodations are _ limited, 
and it is our desire for you 
to have exactly what you 
want. A survey of available 
hotel and motel rooms is be- 
ing made, and further infor- 
mation will be given you in 
the near future. Inthe 
meantime if you have de- 
cided to attend, | would like 
you to advise me, telling 
how many in your party, 
whether you want hotel or 
motel, and your tentative 
arrival. 


Robert C. King 
P.O. Box 235 
Richmond, Indiana 








Troupe along with this show, 
visiting over 200 cities and 
towns, traveling 14,000 miles. 
Useful information; personnel. 





Record Of Circuses On Tour By Seasons 


Compiled by John A. Havirland 


Gentry Bros. Famous Shows. Gentry 
CIRCUSES ON TOUR — SEASON 1914 Besttiers 
(Listed Alphabetically, also Owners Name) Gollmar Bros Greatest of American 


Barnum & Bailey. Spec. “Wizard Prince Shows." Gollmor Bros 


of Arabia.” Ringling Bros Carl Mogenbeck-Wollocs 
Al G. Barnes “Big 3-Ring Wild Animal GNOCRs =: 
Circus.” Al G. Barnes Hodgini’s “Great Europea 
Circle D’’ Ranch Wild West & Cooper __ Al. Hodgini z 
Bros. Famous. Shows.’ Howe's Great London Show Mugivan 


: : & Bowers 
e OS. Fe c Sk 5. entry S 
Gentry Br smous Shows. Gentr Hugo Bros, “Modern United Shows 
Gollmar Bros. “Greatest of American Chos. & Vic. Hug : 
Shows.”” Gollmar Bros DO ee ee ee eee 
sho J. Augusta Jone 
Hows 5 Greet London Shows. Mugivan La Tena‘s Big 3-Ring Wild Animal Cir 
a S. S cu Andrew Downie 
Hagenbeck-Wallace j 
jagenbeck Wallace Circus. B. E 101 Ranch Wild West & Jess Willard 
Irwin. Bros. “Cheyenne Frontier Days py Mer roe o cevted ington 
Mia Wet Sells-Floto Circus & Buf Bill's Wild 
Fos a ete GHEE NED Sha : We t_ Tommen Bonfil 
J. Augusta Jones, Harry E. Wilson Se ee ag C mg : Ss 
Kit Carson's “Buffalo Ranch Wild  RNPeS Si ee 
West.’ Thos. F. Wiedemann. --- icing Rise hn C 
dia Tote’ "Big. VERS Wile Acta Ringling Bros World’s Greate 


Shows.’’ Ringling Br 

Frank A. Robbins All-Feature Shows 
Frank A. Robbins 

Robinson's Famous Shows. Mugivan & 
Bower 

Yankee R in Circus. Fred Buct 


Circus.” Andrew Downie 
Mighty Haag Shows. Ernest Haag 
10] Ranch Real Wild West. Miller 
Bros. & Edw. Arlington 
Frank A. Robbins “‘All-Feature Shows 
Frank A. Robbins dco 
Rebinson‘s Famous Shows. Mugivan & Walch Bros & Lessia’s Clrces, Johan 7 
jowers. ah 
Ringling Bros. “World's Greatest dale yee ioe acigronrei ata tir 
Shows. ‘Spec. King Solomon and the Se ee et eee 
Queen of Sheba.” Ringling Bros CIRCUSES ON TOUR — SEASON 1916 
Yankee Robinson Circus. Fred Buch 
anan 
Sun Bros. ‘‘World’s Progressive Shows 
Geo. & Pete Sun Circuse r { according to railroad equipment 
Sig. Sautelle’s “Nine Big Shows ymbols a A - advance; ‘ F - flats; P - pas 
Sig. Sautelle, Geo. W. Rollins, Oscar enger; T 
Lowanda 
Louis D. Thilman. Assumed manage 
ment of Sig. Sautelle’s “Nine Big 
Shows’ August Ist FAILURE 
Sparks Shows. Charles Sparks 
Frank P. Spellman’s Combined Circu 
Frank P. Spellman. 
Sells-Floto Circus & Buffalo Bill’s Wild 
West. H. H. Tammen & F. G. Bon 
fils 
Vernon C. Seaver’s Hippodrome, Young 
Buffalo Wild West & Col. Cummin’s 
Far East 
Wyoming Bill’s Wild West. Welsh Bros 
Wheeler Bros. Greater Shows & Great 
Stampede Wild West. Al F. Wheeler 
25 Circuses on tour in 1914 


Listed According to Railroad Equipment and Owners Name. 
(Partial Listing of General Agents) 


Circu 
General 
CIRCUSES ON TOUR — SEASON 1915 Wheeler Br 4 
F. Wheeler y A. Mann, G 
Circuses on tour, listed according to railroad equipment, Gollmar Br G te f American 
symbols as follows: A - advance; S - stock; F - flats; P - pas Show Gollmar Fred C. Goll 
senger; T total mar, Genera 
Yankee Robin Circus. Fred Buch 
Al G. Barnes ‘Big 3-Ring Wild Animal anan. Geo. F. Meighar 
Circus.” Al G. Barnes ’ Howe's Great Londor Jerry 
Barton & Bailey's ‘World's Celebrated Mugivan, Bert Bowers. Ed. C. Knupp, 
Shows.’ Thos. F. Wiedemann, John General Ageni 
A. Barton Coop & Lent’s “Ni United Morister 
Barnum & Bailey ‘’Greatest [ Shows L. J. Sta W. T. Hanright 
Earth.’’ Ringling Bros. Frank Kanak. F. C. Cooper, G. A 1 
J. H. Eschman “‘World United Ry Cole Bros. ‘‘World Toured Show 
Shows."’ J. H. Eschman 2 2 7 J. Auqusta Jones. L. C. Gillette. G. A. 1 
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Animal Cir 
Frink 


La Tena’s 3-Ring Wild 
cus Andrew Downie. F. J 
General Agent 

Sparks ‘’World Famous Shows.’’ Charles 
Sparks. T. W. Ballenger, Gen. Aat 

Cook & Wilson's Greatest Trained 
Animal Circus on Earth.’’ D. Clinton 
Cook, Harry G. Wilson. George H 
Degnon, General Agent 

Gentry Bros. Famous Shows 
Bros. Lon B. Williams, Gen 

Orton Bros. 3-Ring Circus. R. Z. Orton, 
Criley Orton. Dave Jarrett, G. A. - 

J. H. Eschman ‘’World United Circus.” 
J. H. Eschman. J. C. Donahue, G. A 

Sun Bros. ‘World’s Progressive Shows.” 
George & Pete Sun E 

Cooper Bros. ‘Railroad Shows 
H. Jones o me 

21 Circuses on tqur in 1916 


Gentry 
Agt. -- 


Elmer 


CIRCUSES ON TOUR — SEASON 1917 
Listed According to Railroad Equipment, also Owners Name. 


to railroad equipment 
flats; P - pa 


sted according 
S - stock; F 


Circuses on tour 
symbols as follows: A 
senger: T - total 


advance 


A 

Ringling Bre World's Greatest 
Shows.“* Ringling Bros. 

Barnum & iley ‘’Greatest 

Earth.’” Ringling Bros 


Show on 
owners 


This attractive and unusual tab wagon was on the Campbell Bros. Great Consolidated Shows. Photo 


was taken about 1911 


January-February, 1962 


Carl Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. Ed 
Ballard 

John Robinson's 
Bowers 

Sells-Floto 
owners. 

Al G. Barnes ‘Big 4-Ring Wild Animal 
Circus.’ Al G. Barnes, owner 

Jess Willard & Buffalo Bill Shows 
Willard Arlington 

James Patterson’s Shows & Gollmar 
Bros. Circus. James Patterson 

Yankee Robinson Circus. Fred 
anan 

Cole Bros. ‘’World-Toured 
Augusta Janes 

Coop & Lent’s Enormous 
Stark =oee 

Sparks ‘’World Famous Shows.’’ Charles 
Sparks. 

La Tena’s.Wild Animal Circus. 
Downie 

Gentry Bros. ‘‘Famous 
& Newman, owners 7 F 

Cook Bros. World’s Greatest Shows. D 
Clinton Cook ricees 

J. H. Eschman. “World United Ry 
Shows.’’ J. H. Eschman 

Sun Bros. ‘‘World’s Progressive Shows 
Geo. & Pete Sun = = 

Cooper Bros. “‘All-Feature Shows. 
Elmer H. Jones = - 

18 Circuses on tour in 1917 


owner 
Circus. Mugivan & 
owners 


Circu Tammen & Bonfils, 


Jess 
Edw 
Buch 
Shows.” J 


Shows. L. J 


Andrew 


Shows.’’ Austin 





DELAVAN, “WISCONSIN 


Between 1847-1892, twenty-three circuses either organized or winter 
quartered in this small Wisconsin city. 


This 20-page tabloid, on plain newspaper stock, gives an accurate, 
colorful description of the pioneer circus days of this country. 





Contains never before published information on Dela- 
van’s circus companies: biographies, pictures, early 
advertising bills, itineraries, diaries, etc. 

Read about the Mabie Brothers, William C. Coup, Dan 
Costello, John, Edward and George Holland, Richard 
and Elise Dockrill, Jennie Quigley, Matthew and Harry 
Buckley, Joe McMahon, George Madden, The Gormley 
Family, Romeo the Elephant and many Delavan circus 
personalities. 


A NON-PROFIT PUBLICATION 
Proceeds to be used to perpetuate Cylavan’s 
circus heritage. Also to provide markers for 
several unmarked graves of circus personnel 
buried in Delavan. 


Written by W. Gordon Yadon, Delavan post- 


master and historian. 
$] 00 POSTPAID 


WRITE 


CIRCUS HISTORY 


P.O. Box 534 
DELAVAN, WISCONSIN 





